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i 


F in the Peruſal of this ſmall Trad, 
' the Reader finds but ſmall Sati faction, 
I hope be will not much wonder at it, 
when be remembers, that larger Vo. 
lumes, and even Learned Ones too, in Mat. 
ters eſpecially of this Nature, do not always 
anſwer Expectation. I pretend to no great 
Share of Learning, nor any large Meaſure 
of Acute Fudgment ; only I am naturally 
diſpor'd to Thinking and Conſideration, and 
upon the Occaſion mentioned at the Entrance 
of the enſuing Diſcourſe, which is no ficti. 
tious Pretence, but a Thing that did really 
happen about two Nears ago, I took 4 Fancy 
to ſet down my Thoughts upon this abſtrufe 
Subject. Some few that have ſeen it in Mz. 
nuſcript, have thought it to be tolerable 
Senſe, and might perhaps be a further Oc- 
cafion to ſome Man of better Part: to /neak 
zmore clearly to the Point, for which Cauſe 7 
am not umpilling io permit its Publiciticn ; 
For I believe the Subject has not been bit Herto 
exbauſtec; and ] deſire nothing more than to 
be out-dene, or even confuted, by any one that 

Nos A 2 can 


met with a 
urious Dj courſe This, above 
4 ou — treated 

25 7 


not underſtand how 
any Tj bing can be certain and yet oon ingent; 
4 voluntary Action 


depend; upon Free Cho: 
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any Time, until it be effected, may be either 


done or let alone. Let ſuch Perſons try how 


they can clear the Inionveniencies of an Un- 
omniſcient and Imperfebt Deity, which Will lie 
hard upon them if they grant not Divine Pre- 


ſcience, On the other Side, let them ſee with 
' whyat Succeſs they can. take away diſtributive 


Juſtice, and root out the Notion and Exiſtence 


off Good and Evil; which Tais of Neceſſity 


incurabent on them that deny Man to be a Free 
Agent, If Things to come be not foreſeen, 
what will become of Divine Providence? IF 
there be not in Man a free Election, where 1s 
Sin ? For where there is no Choice, how can 


any one chooſe - amiſs ? To chaſtiſe my Child for 
| Diſobedience, would be all one as to whip my 


Glock for going amiſs. - Either God Almighty. 
foreſees Things future, or be cannot be God 
Eitber Man is a voluntary Agent, or he can- 
not be-Man: If theſe Things therefore will 
not ſtand-together, Reaſon it ſelf may ſeem im- 
pertinent, and il s natural Concluſions altogether 
uſcleſs: For, to what Purpoſe in Diſcourſe or 
Ratiocination, when either there can be no 
ranſgreſſion, or wone to take Notice of it, and 
puniſhit? ©" 

Theſe are the Incondeniencies which Men run. 
the Hazard of in this Matter: For rather 
:0an admit one- apparent. Difficulty, which con- 


£ 3 : feſt $ 


77 ben only in the Narrowneſ; 
Calle fe. 1, they cbooſe to fall the 
ion an [urd; . 
* 


ao eaſon, 
modate themſelves 2 theſe Rules and 
i Meient for other 
ere 11 4 Peculiar 
> Jer tho” ; 


— | 
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Unlimited Thing ; if not, it muſt then be In- 


d with finite: And ſince I know many Capacities a- 


Ven- 


by | 


Ke | 


bout the ſame Level with mine own, and not 
4 few incomparably greater, it muſt follow, 
that not only a Multitude of Infinites are con. 
fiſtent, but a Number alſo of Capacities, each 
c which is more than infinite; which Conclu. 
| (on, I think, is more than ſufficiently abſurd. 
Beſides, ſince God cannot do what is inconſiſtent, 


or involves a Contradiction, He could not cre- 
ate a Power or Faculty, comprehenſrue of his 


own Perfections; for that could be no leſs than 


infinite : He cannot Parcel out His peculiar 
Attributes unto bis Creatures; for that would © 


imply a Contradiction. Wherefore the moſt- 


ſhallow Reaſon may conclude, there muſt of 
Neceſſity be thoſe Things, which the moſt re- 

fined Mit cannot adequately comprehend, 
And this is ſo, not only in reference to the 
Divine Perfections, but in Things alſo of a. 
lower Nature, of which it may not be impro- 
per ta inſert one Inſtance in this Place, whereby 
an undeniable Truth will appear to be attended 
with unaccountable Difficulty. For the enſuing 
Diſcourſe pretends not to anſwer all the Cavils 
that may be made againſt Meridian Truth, 
which yet (like the Sun it ſelf) bath ſome Ob- 
ſecurities 5 much leſs doth it undertake to make 
Men ſee, who are either Blind, or ſhut their 
E yes, 


The Preface. 
Eyes. But the Deſign of it is, to aſſert from 
the Scriptures the Truth of Divine Preſcience, 
and of Voluntary Election; to evince the Ne- 
ceſſity of admitting them both; to accommo- 
date the ſeeming Opp ſition, aud to point out 


ſome of thoſe unconcluding Arguments, that. 


miſlead. Men to apprehend an Inconſiſtence 
where there is nana. But in caſe ] hade not 
performed this with ſufficient Strength and 
Clearneſs of Expreſſion, it will not be foreign 
to the Matter in Hand, to ſhew by an Inſtance, 
that ſome Things may not only he true, but are 
almoſt univerſally acknowledg'd, which yet 
bow t bey can be, is inſuperably bard to be con- 


cei ved. 


And this ſhall be an Inſtance which doth fre- 
quently occur to every one that is converſant 
abcut Decimal Numbers: Scarce any good 


Accomptant, but unaer/tands, no Learned Man 
but will acknowledge the: Force of it, For you 


may have a (mall Fraction, ſuppoſe of a Far- 


thing, or of a Barley Corn, not worth demand. 


ing, which yet cannot be deny d to be infinitely 
diviſible ; inſomuch, that going about to find 


ſome determinate Part of ſuch a Fraction, as. 


4,4, or the like, you may indeed divide it ac. 
cording” to Decimal Arubmetick, and you ſhal 


preſemly come near the Truth, and the further 


au cominue your Diviſion, . you ſhall [till come. 


ine 
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the nearer : But though you divide it everlaſ- 
ingly, Jou ſhall never be able to get out entirely 


Part you aim at, but the Quotient will 


f till be defective, and ſomething will for ever 
remain of the Dividend. 1 me 


To make out this the more evidently, I put 


| the following Caſe for an Example: Seven 
 Workmen are to receive for ſome Piece of Work 
20 8. to be equally divided amongſt them; and 
| ſuppoſing my ſelf to be owe of the Seven, I de. 
mand my Share ; but firſt I am to compute what 
it comes to. To do this, I make uſe of Deci. 
mali, which in many Queſtions are very Ex. 
peditious, and much in Uſe at this Day. It is no 
more but only to divide 20 by 7: But 
ſince there is a Remainder, I add Cy. 20 (2. 8... 
pbers to the Dividend, and ſo con- 


oy the Diviſion to four Places, — 
1 find in the Quotient this mix d 40 


Number, 2. 8. 5.7. which comes to _35 
28. 10 d. 1. and ſomething more, 


which is a Solution exact enough for 
common Practice. APY 
But this is not all; for there remains one of 
the Dividend, that is to ſay, one Thou/andth Part 
of a Shilling, and of this I demand g, to make 
up my full Proportion of the 20 s. I there ſtill 
proceed to divide, in order to get out my Se- 


dventh Part exactih, but I ſhall. never be able ; 


T 


| 
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do it; no, though the Diviſion were to be con- Ls 
tinued from Age to Age for One thouſand Nears, . 
and after that for another, yet ftill the Que. Mar! 
tient would be too little, and the Dividend ing in 
inexbauſtible. eee ee and 
In this plain and familiar Queſtion, re. your | 
ſolv d by Decimals, Three Things are evident: Mom 
1. That in a few Minutes Time an Anſwer zever 
may be given, tho not exact, yet ſufficiently Th, 
true for common Uſe ;*that is to ſay, in half clude. 
an Hour at moſt, I may ſafely aver it, that [0 ities 
much is my full Share, within leſs than one and L 
Millioneth Part of a Farthing ; and yet, at the them 
ſame. time, I may be ſworn that the ſame have 
is not my Proportion exattly. near 
2. Let me continue the Diviſion as far and tome : 
as long as ] pleaſe, I ſhall come ſtill nearer and yet ho: 
nearer to the Truth, and every new Figure in 7 
the Quotient adds ſome: hing to my Share, which in the 
I had not before; it leſſens the Dividend, and poſſible 
approaches by various (or rather infinite) De- Jide 
grees nearer to 5, which is the Proportion aimed ſᷣxactl 
at, But, | main 
. It can never be accompliſifd 5 Myriads tomm 
of Ages would not ſuffice to drain this Fountain, little 
You may ſuppoſe (if yeu pleaſe) the Quotient to txhau, 
be extended in Decimal Fradl ions, as far as that - 
from the Artick to the Antartick Pole; all y Wi 
that would not reach a true Seventh Part, tho 
every 


; n ⅛ͤ ͤ —ͤͤ non 
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— every Figure ( as I ſaid) advances ſomething 


- towards it. | 

„Loet us now lay all this together, here -is a 
-' Mark to be bit; as ſuppoſe it were a Fach hy- 
ing in a Bowling-Green, you may aim at it, 
and preſently come within an Hair's Breadth, 

. your Bowl may be ſtill in Motion, and ever) 
Moment come nearer to the Mark, and yet ſhall 
never touch it. 1 
y | This Example in Arithmetick ſeems to con- 
if clude no leſs than thoſe Two other noted Curio. 
ſo ſities in Geometry, concerning the Hyperbole 
10 and Diægunal, and has a reſpect ive Affinity to 
he them both, For whereas the Hyperbole may 
ve- have ſuch a Relation to a right Line drawn 
near it, that both being ned, it ſball 
1d rome nearer and nearer to the ſaid right Line; 
1d yet how far ſoever both Lines be extended, they 
in ſhall never meet; this is very nearly reſembled 
ch in the Caſe before us. And whereas it is im- 
1d poſſible to aſſign any common Meaſure for the 
e- Side and Diagonal of a Square, which ſhall 
ed qxattly meaſure them both, but there will re- 
main a Part of the one Line leſs than the ſaid 
14s tommon Meaſure, after you have made that as 
in. little as you pleaſe : So here, it is impoſſible to 
to txhauſt Decimal Numbers by Sevens, becauſe 
as that 7, and 10, (or any Number conſiſting of 
all y with the Addition of Cyphers ) are ſo far 


incom. 
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— than nothing 1 an Unit 

can be a common Meaſure to them both ; To. 
conclude, from this plain and familiar Inſtance, 

may be inferred the endl Dioifibilicy of was | 
thematical Quantity. 

Now if there be ſuch a Myfte rious Depth 15 
Lines and Numbers, that the Mit of Man can. ( 
nor comprehend it, "what ſhall we ſay of bim 
that made all Things in Number, Weight and! = 
Meaſure How can we excuſe the audacious| 
Folly of Kale: to meaſure Eternity by tbe VV 

unequal Standard of our Fudgment, or Circum. 
ſerihe Infinity —_ the narrow Circle of humane 
Capacity? Wherefore if the Reader ſhall diſtile 
the following Diſcourſe, and the Reaſons therein 
made Uſe of, let bim for bis own Satisfattion 
(and for mine too, if be pleaſe) ae ag bim Fut 
(elf of better, and therein he may do a Piece fron 
of Service, both Uſeful and Acc exprbl Bat 
Fer any one to 4 the ineffable Perfection, 


mp 


of the Supreme Being to bis own Faculties, Th. 


deſperate. . 979 |, 


15 4 Piece of egious Vanity, and an Under- 
Taking ele ; 
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zDISC OURSE | 
Concerning 
b * 
wy G OD's Forcknowledge, | 
im 
and AND 
[ 
th M A N's Free 33 
on Happened awhile ago, to be preſent 


at a Diſcourſe between two Gentle- 
men, concerning the fatal Period of 
Man's Life, or the fixed Certainty of 
* eee Future Events: The one affirming it, 
bed * from the Conſideration of God's Fore- 
knowledge ; the other denying it, from 
the evident 'Certainty of Man's Free. will. 
en The former urged, What God foreſees, 
er cannot but come to pals; - the latter plead- 
ed, Man cannot chooſe, nor reſule, the 
Doing of that, which is certain to be done. 

1 thought there was Truth in what they 
both grounded their Arguments upon, but 
certain Inferences, pretended to be drawn 
A ſrom thence, which this Diſcourſe pro- 
B duced, 


ein 


2 07 God's Porcknowleds , 


duced, I could by no Means approve of, 
I did therefore interpoſe a little for an A 
commodation, but with ſo ill Succef# 1! 
that I have a mind to try, if I cando an 
better in this Paper. Not that I will pre®* 7 
ſume to moderate betwixt two Perſons®” 1 
each of them better Learned, and of 18 
greater Abilities than my ſelf. But inc t 
their Diſcourſe hath ſo fix'd the Subjea? 0 
in my Mind, that I cannot eaſily removel 294 
it, I will only attempt to clear the NotionF... 
a littleto my own Apprehenſion, by ſetting Join 
my Thoughts in ſome kind of Order in re- Aa; 
ference to this Matter. I ſhall therefore * Br 
endeavour theſe Three Things : 
1. To aſſert from Scripture, That God 
foreſees future Events; and that neverthe. ne 
leſs, Man is a free and voluntary Agent. 0 a 
2. To ſhew, how theſe two Things a. 5 
gree together; and detect the Fallacy of * 
thoſe Reaſonings that repreſent them in- * 
conſiſtent, t 


. 0 anſwer ſome of thoſe Objections, 5 


ws 
ſom 


that are wont to occur in this Debate. 7 
| [ begin with the Firſt, and eaſieſt Part of 1 
my Task, namely, to aſſert God's Fore. i 
knowledge, and Man's Free-will, out off ; 
the Scriptures. Theſe are indeed two ſeve- © 
ral Subjects, and might challenge each of | 5 


them 


—— 


. 5 
RR and Man's Free Agency. 3 
ve of 5 
n Ac hem a diftin& Head of Diſcourſe : Vet I 
\ccefAther choſe to manage them both in one, 
o ar linking Scriptures together in ſuch ſort, 
pre bat of each Couple, the one ſhall make 
!ſon Wt Divine Preſcience, and the other Hu- 
f f,ane Freedom; and being conſider'd to- 
ſinccgether, ſhall evince, that both theſe have 
bje dot. times been converſant about the ſame 
noveParticular Event ; that is, one Text ſhall 
tionPi9ve God's Fore-knowledge of, and ano- 
tins er ſhall evidence Man's Freedom in, 
a re doing or refuſing the ſame individual 
fore Action. p 4 8 05 
But Firſt, that l may clear my Way as much 
god #51 can, Imuſt explain the Terms, or give 
58 ſome Account, at leaſt, how I underſtand 

them. Some indeed except againſt the 

Word Preſcience, and tell us, that God 
of doth not properly foreſee any Thing, ſince 
in- he beholdeth all Things as preſent ; but 
this I count is Criticiſm without Neceſſi- 
ty; for the Word is frequently uſed, as tis. 
taken in this Diſcourſe, and is proper e- 
of nough with reſpect unto us, and to ſuch: 
Things as are not yet in being. What ſhall: 
of be a thouſand Years hence, is indeed po. 
tentially in God, but not yet actually 
F exiſtent: So that his Knowledge of ſuch 
) | Things, is not unfitly called Preſcience, as 
— 1 allo 


— 


—— — - - 
f - 
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4 Of God's Foreknowledge, : 


alſo the Reſpect and Conſideration of ſome= 
what that is diſtant, is called Providencegnd 
Now as God's Omnipotence did vertually@tos 
comprehend, from Eternity, all the Crea Que 
tures that were to be produced in Time pet 
ſo his Omniſcience gives him an entire A 
View and Proſpect of all their Actions ever 
They cannot act but by a Power derivedipel « 
from him; how then ihould they do Mes = 
Thing unknown to him? He knows whathe | 
bimſelf will bring to paſs in Spite of all! « 
Oppoſition ; and he knows what Latitude wil 
he will allow his Creatures in their Actions. ipe 
Since therefore God Almighty knows his ma 
own Will, and fince Nothing can ever the 
eome to paſs without his Will, either po- no 
ſitive or permiſſive; it muſt follow, that ca 

he ſees and knows all Things and Events, 
which are to come, and not yet actually G 
exiſtent, with equal Certainty as if they br 
were preſent. And this is what I mean by fi 
Divine Preſcienc. mn 
TI muſt now fix my Notion of Free-will, P 

and herein I ſhall carefully avoid all School 
Controverſies about it, or about Com- t 
mon and Efficacious Grace: As alſo thoſe © 
Dominican Fancies about a Thing they { 
call,“ Next Power, which is next to none, 
and 


* 


* Prov. Letters. 


—/ and Man's Free Agency. 5 
ſome — | 
lencegnd Sufficient Grace, which ſome think 
tuall@rogether inſufficient. Theſe and ſuch like 
CreaQueſtions Heave to be beaten into Atoms 
Ime $erween the Jeſuites and Janſeniſts. 
entire And whereas ſome contend, that it is in 
tions every Man's Power to do what the Goſ- 
tived el enjoins: For ſhould God require of any 
any Man what is impoſſible to be done by him, 
what he muſt needs appear to be a hard Maſter: 
f all! Others deny that any Man can, or ever 
tude will, effectually believe and repent without 
ions. Ipecial Grace, which, wherever it comes, 
s his makes a thorow Work of Converſion in 
ever the Heart, and therefore can never be loſt, 
po- nor the Perſon in whom it is finally mil- 
that carry. 5 LEY 
nts, Others again ſay, there is a Sufficiency of 
ally Grace, which with pious Endeavours will 
hey bring a Man to Happineſs, yet under a Poſ- 
by  fibility of Apoſtatizing, in which cafe God 
may and doth ſometimes relinquiſh the 
vill, Perſon to final Deſtruction. 
ool And others, to name no more, ſay, 
m- there is a Common Grace, or Univerſal 
ole Talent given to all Men, which tho' of it 
ey ſelf it is by no Means ſufficient, yet up. 
Ie, on a conſcientious Improvement thereof, 
nd with earneſt Prayer for further daily Sup- 
plies, it will pleaſe God to beſtow ſuch a 
| R3 Meaſure, 
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5 Of God's Foreknowledee, 


* 


— nn OI 


Meaſure, as ſhall be ſufficient to SalviG 
tion; whilſt thoſe who were intruſteQar . 
with the ſame Stock, having laid it up infeſt, 
Napkin, are through their own Detaugmpe 
utterly ruin'd. Let they add withal, thiPerſl 
there are a certain Number, more pecugnay 
Harly called the Elect, whom Ethcaciougactt 
Grace does ſeize upon, ſome in a higlacco 
Carreer of Wickedneſs, others at firlror | 
even againſt their Will, tho' in the Day cone 
God's Almighty Power they become be 
willing People, to that Degree, that they wit 
deſire nothing more than to lay out theit ign 
Lives, to ſpend and be ſpent (as St. Pau tit 
laid) for the Advancement of that Grace fro 
and Truth whereby they are ſubdu'd, and 
Purified : But theſe (they ſay) are not the ye 
Rule and Meaſure of God's Dealing with ab 
Mankind in general, but are to be look'd jy 
upon, as certain high and noble Inſtances of 
of the Freeneſs and Efficacy of Divine w 
Grace, and of God's exerciting an Al- x} 
mighty Prerogative in chooſing a Raging c 
Perſecutor, or ſome Atheiſtical Debau- J 
chee, to be made a peculiar Favouriteand x 
choſen Veſſel to himſelf. 
' 
( 


| Whereas (I ſay ) there are theſe (and | 
perhaps ſome other) Opinions, that are 
wont to fall under Conſideration, when the 
Buſi- 


— 


- —- 


and Man's Free Agency 7 


uri of Free-will is in Debate ; 1 ſhall 


ruſteßot trouble my ſelf to determine which is 
p Infeſt,nor is it material to myDefign:?Tisnot 
<faulmpoſlible, but with a due Reſpect unto 
5 . haperſons, Times and Circumſtances, there 
pecu hay be ſomething of Truth in them all, and 
Jou ęaclt of them perhaps may be Good or Bad, 
| ig according as tis manag'd. Truth and Er- 
fir {ror 1 look upon as Gold and Droſs: The 
25 0one is a pure and ſplendid Thing, but may 
ne abe adulterated or abuſed, and ſeldom is 
the) without Alloy; the other, tho' baſe and 
thei jgnoble, contains for the moſt part ſome. 
P 24 thing of true Metal, if duly feparated 
race from the reſt, 
and This only (under Submiſſion) I ſhall ad. 
the venture to ſay as my own preſent Thoughts 
vich about this Matter, and ſo proceed; name- 
kd ly, that moſt Men, however under a State 
ces of Nature, may do much moral Good, 
me which ſhall not paſs unrewarded, and ſome- 
Al. thing too ( for ought they can know to the 
ing contrary ) towards Acceptance with God. 
au. That many Men through the Divine Good -- 
nd gels ſhall be ſaved, that neither know 
punctually the Time of their Converſion, 
nd nor certainly whether they be converted 
ſe or not. That few there are who attain to 
he that compleat Aſſurance, as to baniſh at 
[1- B 4 all 
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all Times, all manner of Dubitation, That 


find, and to wait upon God in the Ute of 


He can do nothing, and that all his Righ- 


; —_ f . 
two Extreams of Fainting and Preſuming, : 
] 
) 


8 O God's Foreknowledee, 


4 
—— 


all 1a 
it is all Mens Duty to ſeek that they may, 


thoſe Means appointed by him in his Word 4 
and we have his Promiſe for Succeſs. And, ine 
that no Man can truly ſay now, or ſhalh ep 
be able to plead at the laſt Day, that he int 
hath uſed his utmoſt Endeavours,and found th 
them unſucceſsful. Theſe and the like Con · ie 
ſiderations may be Ground enough tor ba 
Men tobe doing Good at prelent, and for 200 
their Reliance upon the Goodnels of God xo. 
for the. future. But on the other hand, ine 
ſince there is a ſpiritual as well as a fleſhly le 
Wickednels, and Satan is transform'd þ,, 
ſometimes into an Angel of Light, and br 
leſt Man ſhould be lifted up with an Ap- th 
prehenſion of certain fine Things that he Fi 
can do; let him remember, that tis God 
who worketh in him both to Will and to . 
Do of his good Pleaſure; that of himſelf 8 


teouſneſs is hut filthy Rags. And this will 
help to poiſe him at the Center between the 


1 


and will diſcover a Neceſſity of an humble 
Attendance at the Throne of Grace, that 
God would ſupply unto him thoſe Divine 
Aids, and Spiritual Powers, by which he 
may 
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Tha jay be enabled to encounter Oppoſition, 
0 0 nd find Acceptance in Chriſt Jeſus. 


'- 29% And herein perhaps may conſiſt the Nar- 
* Towneſs of the Way that leads to Life. For 
llc one Man, ſuppoſing he can do nothing ac- 
allgeptable to God, reſolves to take his Eaſe, 

; he until the Spirit, that Wind which blow- 
undeth where it liſt, breath bpon him. Ano- 
Aber thinks he is able, and willing, to do all 
{that God requires; he admires his own 
or good Husbandry in the Improvement of his 
wy alent, and thanks God he is not like o- 
7 » ther Men. Now the Way lying in the mid. 
dle betwixt theſe Extremities, the leaſt Step 
ky towards a Carnal Liberty on the one Hand, 
or a Phariſaical Righteouſneſs on the o- 

i ther, muſt needs be a Deviation from the 
J right Path, as this collateral Diſcourſe is a 
Vigreſſion from what I intend. But l now 
If eturn, and do ſay, That let Men eſtabliſh 
1. What Doctrine they pleaſe concerning 
1 Grace, it will not import the Matter in 
Hand, ſince I ſhall confine my Notion of 

© Free-will to thoſe Things that are on all 
Hands acknowledged to be within Man's 


"I. . JPY WE. 


currence of God's Providence thereunto. 

lc conſider then, that Man, above other 
Creature, hath Knowledge to judge and 
ER: © 


Power, ſuppoſing only the ordinary Con. 
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diſtinguiſh of Things commodious or ing C 


convenient, beneficial ar noxious to him, ly, C: 
the Concerns of his Life; and it would tz} N 


a ſtrange Solæciſm in Nature, if he had no th 


the Liberty of chooſing the one, and 16 $c 
fuſing the other. What doth it advantag is, 
a Man, to know the Difference between ci 
Sheep and a Wolf, if he want the Powe, (| 
or the Will to make a Benefit of the ons, 

and avoid the Miſchief of the other? Nay, ly 


I do not fee, but this might render Man q p 
all Creatures moſt miſerable, ſince his te 


Knowledge of Good could be no other tw v 
him than Gall and Bitterneſs ; whilſt hi, v 
finds himſelf fatally carried on to Evil. And t 
ſuppoſe he had been always predetermined 
to Good, his Knowledge of Evil then had ; 
been in vain, or rather indeed it had beer t 
impoſlible ; ſince Man could not have come : 
to the Knowledge of Evil, but by doing it, | 
And what could Man, under a Neceſſity o 
always doing Good, ſignifie more than a 
good Warch ? which tho' it moves regu- 


larly, yet is it altogether involuntary,, 


cannot do otherwiſe, knows not that it 
moves at all; and conſequently is inca. 
pable of Praiſe or Encouragement, Reward: 
or Puniſhment. Thus it we take away. 


from Man his Faculties of Judging and 


Chooſing, 
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in Chooſing, we make the Lord of the 
n, Creation the moſt contemptible Thing in 
dh Nature, and put Him under the Feet of 
Ino thoſe Brutes he was made to rule over. 
©; So that without voluntary Agency, that 
tag is, without a Will and the proper Exer- 
en ciſe thereof, Man becomes a little better 
we than a Senſleſs Machine. 
one, But now, on the contrary, we ſee plain- 
Ja), ly that, by the good Providence and Diſ- 
nc, poſal of Almighty God, Men have Power 
his to do many Things, as namely ro culti- 
r teh vate the Earth, to build Houſes, to pro- 
| hi vide againſt Hunger and Cold, to educate 
their Children, to exerciſe ſeveral Arts and 
nec; Trades, for the Benefit of Humane Lite, 
had and to manage all theſe according to cer- 
been tain Rules, Methods and Obſervations, 
mes ariſing partly from Experience, and part- 
git, ly from Mens conſulting one another. 1 
y ol, ſay, in all theſe, and a thouſand more Par- 
an 2 ticulars, Men do confider and deliberate, 
gu- and then purſue their feveral Deſigns, 
ary,, fome with greater, others with a leſſer 
t it Share of Prudence, but each imploying 
ca. his Meaſure, and accordingly determining 
ard! to chooſe this, and refuſe the other, 
vay In ſhort, I conceive, that God having 
and mdued Man with an Underſtanding to 
ng, | 1 judge, 


i.e, and a Will to chooſe, and con- 


tinually ſupplying him with Power to act 
according to his Nature, he doth not or- 
dinarily over-power or impel his Facul- 


ties, but leaves him to the free Uſe and Ex- 


erciſe thereof in Things within his proper 
Sphere. And this is what I mean by Free- 
will. Now I addreſs to my Province, 
which is, to aſſert this Freedom or Humane 
Liberty, together with God's Foreknow- 
ledge of future Event, from the Scriptures. 
The firſt Pair of Scriptures that I im- 
| ploy for this Service, ſhall be out of Exo- 
dus, * where Meſes is appointed of God 
to go unto Pharaoh, and ſay unto him, 
Let us go, we beſeech thee, into the Wilder- 


neſs, &c. It is not eaſily to be imagined, 


but that Pharach had Power to have grant- 
ed this Requeſt at firſt, and the very Re- 
queſt it ſelf doth ſtrongly imply a Liber- 
ty of granting it. No good Maſter will 
require any Thing of his meaneſt Servant, 
with Intent to puniſh him ſeverely for 
not doing it, and yet ſecretly contrive 
Means to prevent and diſable him, that he 
cannot do it. To ſay, that God ſhould ſend 
MMoſes to make a Requeſt unto Pharaoh, ſay- 


ing, Let us go, we pray bee, that he ſhould 


deſtroy 


” Chap. 3. 18, Chap 3: 99 
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eſtroy him at laſt for refuſing, and in the 
Mean Time ſhould bind up his Heart by 
bme irreſiſtible Influence from all Poſſibi- 


- Fty of granting it: This would not only 
x> fexcuſe Pharaoh from the Guile of Sin, but 
er make an odious Repreſentation of the 
e- [Ever-bleſſed God; as if His Wiſdom were 
e, fexercis'd in lay ing Snares for theInnocent, 
1e fnd His Power in their Deſtruction. Should 


V- Þþ Writing-Maſter guide his Scholar's Hand, | 
8. ſto make a Blot, or ſome ill Character, and | 
n- ſthen beat him for it, whereas being leſt to | 
0= Fhimſelf he would have done better; What 

d could be thought of ſuch Behaviour in a 

n, Maſter? And how juſt would be the Scho- 

r- Plar's Indignation againſt him? 

d, | The Sinſulneſs of an Action conſiſts in 

c- this, that it is voluntary, and againſt the Com- 

e- mand; the Nature of a voluntary Action is, 

T. that tis done out of Choice and Delibera- 

ill tion, when otherwiſe it might be forborn. 

Ir, Now, either Pharachſinn'd in detaining tbe 

or people, or he did not; if not, Wheretore 

ve was he deſtroy d? * Shall net the Fudge of 

he all the Earth do Right If he did, he acted 

1d [out of Choice, and conſequently he might 

Y- [havediſmiſled the Vraelites ſooner, if he had 

Id [ pleaſed. Hence it will alſo follow, that there 

W- | Could 


e. 18+ 2+ 
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cy; only the Pride of his Heart, defpilink/” 


eth that which likes him beſt, in his preſeſy 


ge; here is Foreknowledge : Therefore Dit 


14 1 Ged's Poreknowledee, 


could be no ſecret Influence, nor any p 
determining Concourſe from God, to big! 
his Faculties, or take away his Free Age 


God's Meſſage to him, and his domineq hi 
ing Ambition to keep the People in Slaveiſ 
did out. weigh ( in his unjuſt Ballance) «| 


| 
other Motives he had to diſpenſe with thenfW 


And herein conſiſteth the Nature of He 
lection, that of two Things propoſed, wit 
Motives on either Part, a Man freely choc 11 


Apprehenſion, tho' at the ſame Time (Ax 
he thought good) he might chooſe the d 
ther. Thus did Pharaoh chooſe to detain thi 
People, there's his Choice; yet before eve 
the Matter was propounded to him, Go 
himſelf ſays, * 1 am ſure be will not let yoh 


vine Preſcience and Humane Liberty ar# 
conſiſtent, and have been converſant abouy 


the ſame individu Action. 


But here an Objection may ariſe from th 


Seventh Chapter, and the Third Verſe, wher 


God ſays, , He will barden Pharaob's heart: 
From whence it might be ſuppoſed, that 
Pharaoh could not act voluntarily, nor be 


laid to have any real Freedom of Will. To 
this I I anſwer, 1. 4 


— + _ 
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ny pi 1. I will not deny, but that in Conſide- 
to biration of Pharaoh's former Wickednels, in 
> Ageealing fo barbarouſly with the People of 
eſpiſrael, God might forſake him, and give 
ninedhhim over to Hardneſs of Heart. But then, 
laveſ 2. 1 deny that this Hardneſs of Heart, by 
e) tfwhomſoever, or in what Manner fo ever, it 
then was wrought, could deprive him of the Li- 

of Hberty of doing a Civil Act within his Power. 
, wil He might for ſome Self- End, or with ſome 
choqhill Deſign, have dimiſſed the V raelites, and 
reſeiyet ſtill have retain'd his hard Heart; it was 
1e ( {but a Word ſpeaking, and the Buſineſs had 
the q been done. And it is obſervable, that 
in th while the Smart was upon him, he could 
+ lay, *I and myPeople are wicked; and pro- 
miſed too, to let the T/ralites go; but 
aß ſtill as he found Reſpite, (thinking perhaps 
the Storm was over) he retracted. On the 
one Hand, there was the Danger of Periſh- 
ing, or having (atleaſt) his Kingdom ruin'd 
by thoſe Judgments God lent upon him: On 
| the other Hand, there was the luſt of Tyran- 
# nizing over an Enſlaved People, and the 
Benefit of their Labours in making Brick. 
{ Theſe two Weights being oppoſed each to 
other in the Scales, ſometimes the one, and 
then preſently the other, preponderates. And 
1 this 


— 
8 


— 


Fly 5 Exod. 9. 27; 28. | 5 
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upon the Earth. In like manner the primary 


contrary Effect. So that, as the Goſpel of 
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this purely is Deliberation, the Reſult where. 4 12 


of is Chooſing, and Chooſing is the un- [s 
doubted Property of a Free Agent ib 
3. Concerning the hardening of Pharaoh's 7 
Heart, the Apprehenſions of Learned Men) 55 N 
are different; that which to me appears the , 
moſt Reaſonable is to this Effect, namely, 
TT hat this Induration is not to be under. 3 
ſtood as any poſitive Act, or immediate 
Efficiency from God, whereby Phzrarh's * 
Heart was made hard, (much lefs his Will 
predetermin'd ) dire&tiy and properly, no 
more than it is to be underſtood, that our n. 
Saviour's Coming was directly and properly M.. 
to fill the World with Diſſentions, becauſe 
He himſelf faith expreſly, that * He came 
not ro bring Peace on the Earth, but rather 
Diviſim, The primary Intention of the 
Goſpel, no doubt, was Peace and Good Mill 
towards Men; but meeting with various 
Tempers, and ſundry Degrees of Cor- (F: 
ruption in the Hearts of Men, it could not 
chooſe but occaſion Diſſention and a Sword 


Intention of God's Judgments, is to reform 
the World, and bring Men to Repentance, 
whilſt in ſome Perſons they have a quite 
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uke 12,51, 51. 
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. Peace was the accidental Cauſe of War, ſo 
might God's dealing with Pharaoh tend to 
Harden his Heart, and yet to ſoften a leis 
febellious one, as the ſame Sun. beam melt. 
eth Wax and hardneth Clay. And as Sin 
55 the Commandment becomes exceeding ſin- 
ful, * in ſo much that the Commandment it 
12 which was ordained unto Life, is found 
1 be unto Death : So Pharaohs Stubborneſs, 
under the Divine Hand, becomes the more 
exceeding ſtubborn; andthat Chaſtiſement, 
Which was ordained unto Reformation, did 
the more effectually promote his Deitru- 
tion. Hence it is highly probable, that, / 
vill harden his Heart, may import no more 
than this, 1 will bring fach Things to pal, 
znd in ſuch a Manner as ſhall, through his 
own Corruptions, tender bim much more 
obdurate, 
That the natural and a ect Tendency of 
gods Dealing with Pharach was to convince 
him, ſeems very apparent from theſe Con- 
| ſiderations: : 1, He orders Moſes fOtry him 
with innocent Miracles, afterwards with 
arting Ones, by ſuch Degrees, till ir 
come at laſt to the Death of his Firſt-born. 
2. While the Plagues lay heavy upon bim, 
. & gave ſome ew 0 of a yielding and re- 


lenting 
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lenting Temper, but ever in the Intervals h Ahe 
contracted a greater Obdurateneſs. 3. ThiWik 
Judgments of God had their proper Effed 
upon the Egyprians, ſo far, that they would K1 
gladly have the Vraelites diſmiſſed ſooner dhe 
and at laſt, were not only urgent to hav: ph 
them gone in haſte, but willing to part wit 
their Jewels into the Bargain. Theſe Conſi 
derations (I ſay) ſeem very much to fa 
vour the ſorementioned Senſe of the Place 
but whether that be the only true Meaning? 
of it, I ſhall not contend, fo long as I cat 
make it good, that Pharaoh was a fre 
Agent in that particular Thing which wal Ja 
foretold by God Almighty. - 
The next double Teſtimony ſhall be ou, th 
of -+ Ezekiel, where the Prophet is ſent te 
the Hraelites, and Words put into his Mouth e 
to warn and dehort them from their wickec n 
Ways, leſt they ſhould dye. Hence l argu# b 
thus; either the Houſe of rael might have 
obey'd God's Meſſage to them by the Pro 
phet, or elſe not: If not, how ſhall we clea 
the Sincerity of God's Dealings with them! 
Or will his Meſſage to them appear am b. 
more than a Complement ? Let us have 2 
Care of intrenching upon Blaſphemy. Bur, | 
if they might have humbled themſelves at 
the. . 


in. K Ezck. z. 4. 
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sbesthe Propher 8 Voce, as Nine veh did in the 
Hike Cale, it will follow, that they were not 
:Þy any previous Neceſlity diveſted of their 
Humane Liberty, as is allo evident ſrom 
ner theſe Words lo often repeated in the Pro- 
Jay phet's Commiſſion, Whether they will hear, 
iner whether they wili forbear ? Which is as 
much as to ſay, they have their free Choice. 
And what follows? * But the Houſe of Iſrael 
vill not bearken umo thee. God doth not 
Wnly afford Liberty and Opportunity of Re- 
pentance, but he urges the ſame by ſtrong 
Pleadings and Inducements; and yet at the 
game Time, he foreſees a contrary Event. 
And this is what 1 undertook to aſſert from 
the Scriptures. | 
Again, in the Fifth of Hoſea, + God 
uth foretells, that 7/rael and Epbraim ſhall fall 
kecJ1 their laiquity, Fadah alſo ſhail fall with 
ou: them; yet in the Sixth Chapter || he exhorts 
0 Repentance. This indeed might have its 
proper Effect too, upon ſome ſmall Remnant 
that ſhouid eſcape (a), and remember God 
em zmong the Nations whither they were to 
am be carried Captives. But now there is the 
ve! lame Means afforded to thoſe that ſhould 
Bur fe in their Iniquity, as to the few that 
5 % Mould eſcape, nor doth God's Freeknow- 
they 2 edge 
. Ez. . ie Tol. 1. Ce Ezek. 6. 8, 9. 
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ledge of the ſeveral Events impoſe a Necel of 
ſity upon either. He grants Liberty unto 
both, which he knows a Remnant will make. 
good Uſe of, whilſt the greater Numbetgly 
will abuſe it to their Ruin. Thus it is evi. 
dent, that Liberty and Preſcience ate eon be 
ſiſent. | 
It is moreover propheſied of Ephraim if 
that by * reaſon of Idolatry, they ſhall be Gur 
as Chaff driven with a Whirlwind out oi Et 
the Floor, and as Smoak out of the Chim- 
ney; yet afterwards, we read in the ſame hi 
Chapter, ＋ O 1/r ael,then haſt de ſtroped thy fei. 
We do not uſe to ſay, a Man deſtroys him. De 
felf, that is, unwillingly run down by exter. | 
nal Force, or ſome inevitable Neceſſity; 
nor can he that ruines himſelf, charge the Wi 
Fault upon another. If Hael deſtroys him-M 
ſelf, he is ſurely the . of his own De- 
ſtruction; and if fo, he is either a Volun- 
tary or an Involuntary Agent; if Involun- A 
tary, he cannat be ſaid to deſtroy himſelf,'@ 
no more than a Houſe burns it ſelf when! H 
Fire is ſet to it by an Incendiary. An In. 
voluntary Agent, as a Sword or a Ham. © 


and thoſe govern'd by the Will. It remains f 
then, that 1/rael was the Voluntary Agent! 
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Ah | 
of his own Ruine; and ſince this is foretold 
. of God by the Prophet, it muſt follow (if 
to he Scriptures be true) that Divine Pre- 
*Kience doth not any way infringe the Liber. 
et iy, or Free Agency of Rational Creatures. 
j. God foreſaw, that wicked Hands would 
n · he forward enough to deliver up the Divine 
Perſon unto Death, who was the“ Lord of 
m Life; nay, his determinate Counſel did con- 
be Gur with his Foreknowledge, fo far as to 
ol Et it proceed to Execution, as the Learned 
m- Mr. Howe obſerves. And our Saviour + 
me himſelf, not only deſcribes particularly the 
Manner and Circumſtances of his own 
m.) 
hut is ſaid alſo to [| know all Things that ſhould 
gome upon Him. Yet if the Actors of this 
th: Wickedneſs had been rightly informed what 
they were about, they would have left their 
Work for other Hands, T hat's very ſtrange 
ſays one of our Diſputants ), here is an 
Event ſecur'd by the determinate Counſel 
gt God; here is the Place where, the Manner 


hen how, and the Perſons by whom it ſhould be 
In. Bought to pals, deſcrib'd before-hand by 
am. gur Saviour; Can any Thing that is ſo infal- 


Mly certain admit of an If? Les, in St. Paul's 


ains Account it may, and he isa Perſon that de. 
gent | ſerves 
of 3*A@ 2.23. + Mat. 20,17. | Jo. 18.4. 
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ſerves ſome Regard. And indeed, his Aſſer. bei 
tion will appear highly reaſonable, when but 


we conſi der the 5 of this Wenn by * 


ginable; yet we do not find them very eager) * 

to be concern'di in the Blood of thatJuſt Per. . 
fon, when the Principle Agent pretends 
to waſh his Hands of it, and profeſſes ＋ neg ; T 


not been for the impetuous Clamours of 2 f 
wretched People, and the Danger of a Tu. 1 
mult, tis probable that the malicious Con. 
trivance of the Prieſts, and their Stam. Evi-· 
dence, would not have weighed againſt Pi. IP. 
late's Native Clemency. What muſt we Pe 
then think had been done, in cafe of 27 
right information? Why the Apoſtle tells 1 
us; Had they known it , they would not have 7 | 
Crucified the Lord of Glory. This putsit out of | 


Force than the Reſult of their own Delibe-{ I 1 
ration. On the one Hand, there was the & ( 
Meekneſs of the Priſoner, the Clemency of 3 
the Judge, and the Diſagreement of the 3 
Witnefles : On the other Hand, there was 
the Influence of the Prieſts, the Ignorance 01 
the Court, and Cries ofthe Multitude; which 2 
„ e : 
* Mat. 27. 24. {Luke 23, 22. || 1 Cor. 2.8. 
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lep the Buſineſs for a while in Equilibrio, 
but then the Fear of a Tumult ſuperadded, 
alt the Scales. Nor were they under any 
be: Neceſſity of Crucifying our Saviour, 
y Means of ſuch a Divine Foreſight, that 
ke ſhould be crucified, than they would 
e been under, in caſe it were to be ſup- 


* 
B 
1 


4 oſed, that God had not ſo punctually fore - 
he Fen, or foretold the ſame. 

I There are many other Places of Scrip- 
fa ure that do evidently prove, there is in Man 


2 free Election. Solomon is commended for 
king Wiſdom, when he might have 
4 ked Riches, Length of Days, or Revenge 
pon his Enemies; ; and Anauias , is the 


1 rice of the Land, becauſe that even aſter 
& was ſold, it was in his own Power. 

4 [If a Wife make a Vow, it is left to Her 
F«5band's Cboice, either 10 eſtabliſh it, or to 
Wake it void. 

(a) Chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve, 


be. (b) Go and ſay unto David, Thus ſaith the 


1 wrd, I offer thee three Things ; chooſe thee 
ef 1 e of them, that J may do it unto thee, 


2 Theſe Scriptures are ſo clear, they need 


Was 
Commentary, nor do they admit of any 


eos 
nich 4. Ob- 


N 1 Kings 3. 1. f Acts 4. 5. || Num. 30. 1. 
co 5 (Hof. 24. 15. a en 24. 122 
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Objection. And I think there is no leſs = 1 | 
dence for Divine Preſcience, ſince all Prof 
phecies, and many other Places ofs Seüptun 
do either directly, or by juſt Conſequence - 
put it beyond Diſpute, with all that ac 
knowledge the Authority of that Sacre: 
Book. I ſnall mention no more but this one 
and therewith cloſe up this firſt Part of mj 
Undertaking : It is fo direct and full to 4 
Purpoſe, as if the Holy Ghoſt had defign'# 
it to remove all Scruple and Heſitation 2 
bout that Matter. * I am God, and there i 
none like me, declaring the end from the b. 

ginning, and from anciem times the things tba 
are not yet done. 

Had I Leaſure now, or r Opportunity, th 
conſult the Fathers or Schoolmen, I am in- 
clinable to believe, I ſhould have their g. 
neral Sußfrage in this Matter; but truly tho 
Gentlemen are none of my 'Familiars, anc? 
I was loth to trouble them. Yet meeting 
by Accident with Two of them, which ary 
eſteem'd no leſs than Oracles, I made bol! 
to ask them their Opinions in the Caſe. * 
confeſs, I was not diſpleaſed to find them {3 
very civil, and favourable to the Notion? 
I had already formed, and in part written 
down, concerning this Subject. One o'% 
_thel 
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t ae voſt ra poteſtate aliquid agere vel omittere, & ad 
acte¶ hoc utimur rat ione & diſcurſu ac conſultatione, 
sone ut in unam partein pot ius quipn in aliam in- 
f m </inemur ; Eſt ergo E lectio poſutva in noſt ro ar- 


bitrio, alioqui fuiſſet nobis data ſuper flue, bæc 


o the 
* deliberandi- & ron ſultandi vii. For we find by 


5 
an 


n 2 evident Experience, that it is in our Power ei. 
here Iber to do'a:;Thing or leave it undone, therefore 


We reaſon, argue, and deliberate, in order tb 
#booſe- one - Thivg' rather than another ; tit 
4 herefare in our Power to make a poſiti we Choice, 
or elſe we have this Capacity given us in vain. 
nin; This comes glole to that Point. And then, 
r ge in the next Place, he doth no leſs vigorouſſy 
hot maintain Gad's Foceknowledge of all E- 
ane vents and Actions, whether Voluntary, or 
tin? Contingenr,- the Sum of which is thus: 
ag .“ God cannot (ſaith he) be ignorant 
bot! of ꝙhat be himſelf doth, or will do, be. 
. „ cauſe he knows: his own: Will and his 
n Power to effect what he Wills. Nor can 
ion “ he be ignorant of what his Creatures 
tte do now, or what they ſhall do hereafter, 
es © becauſe Whatever is poſſtively Good in 
hel & hh r tbeir 
MMetaph. Tom. 1. p. 338,339. | Tom. 2. p. 92,93. 
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© their Actions, is by immediate Influence 
* from himſelf ; and what there is of Pri. 
vation or Deſect, cannot be without hi; 
©* Permiſſion, and therefore he cannot be . 
ignorant of Mens ſinful and wicked Acti. 
< ons. He goes on to ſhew, that unleG God 
<* did foreknow from Eternity whatever . 
was, or is to come to paß in Time, he 
could neither be Omnipotent nor Immu- F”' 
cable. Not Omnipotent, becauſe in reſe - 
©* rence to thoſe Things whereof he had no f. 
. Foteſight, his Providence and Govern- F' 
ment of Affairs muſt needs be Deſective. 
Not Immutable, becauſe fomething muſt 7; 
daily occur to his Knowledge which he * 
** knew not bpbre. fg 
Aue bine ſequitur Deum babere hence Sci. 
emiam Creaturarum que fium in en 
effernitate (na, ut totam illam ſimul habeat © 
five ſucceſſone, quia non poteſt in ſe variatio. 
new. admittere; item quia non poſſit Deus ba- 
bere perfectam dentiam in rebus admini. | 
ffrandis, niſi et onmnium præſcientiam. J 
Thus far that Eminent Schoolman. — 
The other is the Angelical Thomas Aqui. 
nat, as ſome are pleas d to ſtyle bim. He, in 
- His Sum of Theology, diſpatches me in a few 
Words. For having firft deſcribed Provi. 
dence to be a reſpect to ſomewhat that is 
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| ſtant, according to which, the Occurrences 
Wow preſent are to be ordered, which doth 
Pereſore neceſſarily include Preſcience: He 


Neularium, nec tamen & rebus excludit contin. 


Vbitrium: That the Providence of God ex- 
Fndeth to all Particulars, not excluding Con- 
Nugency, Chance, Fortune, or Free. ill. 

Add hereunto, that it was allowed St. Au. 
ine as a Maxime, that God, by bis fore. 


nwledge, doth not neceſſitate, or conſtrajn, 


7 8 fo paſs of the Things foreknown by 
1 im. Theſe Teſtimonies, as they are of 
Inqueſtionable Authority, fo are they clear, 
Nirect, and full to the Purpoſe; and this is 
glll deſign for the Firſt general Head. 


lam no in the Second Place, to attempt 
o accommodate the Difference, or atleaſt to 
geſſen the Oppoſition, that ſeems to be be- 
Tween Preſcience and Free- will The Heads 
to be inſiſted on for that Purpoſe are theſe 
Three; namely, The Truth of the Holy Scrip- 


kuren, the Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


aud tbe Non. cauſality of Divine Preſcience. 


| Firftthen, I argue from the Verity of the 
Seriptures; for Iam = deſigning to conſute 
= A 


ich afterwards, Providentia Dei eſt omnium 


rriam, nec caſum, nec fortunam, nec liberum 


or Conſiderations whereby 
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2 


an Atheiſt, writing only to ſuch as do af 
knowledge the Truth and Authority ofthq 
Sacred Letters; but chiefly (as I ſaid bf 
fore) ſor my own Satisfaction. Some youn 
Divines indeed | have obſerved, who in the 
firſt letting out to preach the Word, affect 
preach altogether without it, and ſeem .. 
triumph in diſpelling the Darkneſs of Athe 
iſm and Irteligion, by the Gloworm- light 
Cortupt Nature. Others there are, thi? 
prove their Doctrines out of Terence, Tul) 
and Seneca; whether it is, becauſe they hand 
not read the Bible, or that they preter th 
Authority of Heathen Writers before it, og 
that they would be thought to be proſound) * 
ly Learned, I ſhall not diſpute ; but 1 find 2 
other more experienc'd Workmen, who UN 1; 
not trouble themſelves to dig below th 
true Foundation, but think the Rock * h 
Ages ſafe enough for them to build upon 
Now, as that Comical Way of Preaching, 5 
t 
| 


* 


to vulgar Ears, doth rather amuſe. than 

edifie ; fo this Eſſay (which is not like to be- 
regarded by the Leained) if it ſhould hap- - 

pen to take the Country Air, would look 

very thin without Scripture-Evidence. But 

If indeed the Scriptures do clearly ſpeak the 

Subſtance of what is herein contained, this 
ought to have the Force of a Reaſon, wich - 
| all 
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J | thoſe that acknowledge the Authority of 
Sac Book. Nor will it be material to object, 
Fae this Argument doth not ſufficiently make 
ut the Reaſonableneſs of what is here plead- 
d for: For as there are ſeveral Ranks of. 
Friviledg'd Things, which will not conde- 
end to common Reaſon, fo there are ſe- 
Feral Degrees of Reaſon alſo, of. which the 
Lower ought to yield to the Superior; and- 
, it is the higheſt Reaſon ſure, that God it 


d 


2 any Principles at all; but every Strip. ing is 
not a fit Champion tor an.overgrown Phi- 
bel liſtine: And I had rather have that Province 
entirely left to ſuch as can manage it, than 
have the Truth to ſuffer by weak Patronage. 
„ As for thoſe therefore that expect better 
Proof than from the Word of God, and thoſe 
natural Conſequences ariſing thence, 1 ſhall 
leave them to the Diſcipline of their own 
Conſciences; for if they are not convinced 
by what Bp. Wilkins, Bp. Ward, Mr. Boyee, 
Dr. Cudworth, Sir Cha, Wolſely, and ſome o. 
thers, have already ſaid againſt Atheiſm, 
1 ſhail never hope to give them Satis- 
os. 5 1415 a 
C3 — "Wk 
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But as for thoſe Two Gentlemen, betwiji 
whom the Controverſy was ſtarted, upd 
which Occafion I write down theſe haſty 
Notes, they are bothof them (I hope) ſeri 
ous Chriſtians, not doubting in the leaſt th ge 
Truth of the Scriptures, yet differing vaſt\$ , 
in their Apprehenſions about this Mattel 
One of them is firm in the Belief of Di 
vine Preſcience, but ſomewhat heſitant a 
to the Buſinels of Free-will : The other 


Wit 
ſo much à Free-willer, that he ſeems to ca n 
ſhier Divine Preſcience; © For (ſays he, t 


if God offer me any good Thing, and f 
* knows in the mean Time I will not ac 
„ cept of it, I am nothing beholding to 
% Him for His Kindneſs. 7 
This manner of Expreſſion concerning 
God, is over bold and ſawcy; for we may 
not ſpeak of Him with ſuch a Liberty, as i; 
allowable in other Matters. Beſides, let us 
obſerve the Conſequence, and we ſhall find 
it to be this, that either God Almighty has no) 
Knowledge at all of future Events; or elſe, 
that all conditional Promiſes, throughout the 
whole Scripture, are no more than Sha. 
dows ; the former of which Conſequences 
ſtrikes at the Perſe&tion of the Divine Na- 
ture, and the latter blurs the Sincerity of 
the inſpired Writings. To which it may 
e 9 
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Ide added, that ſuch Doctrine is falſe and 
injurious to the Goodneſs of God: For his 
= Benefits offered to Mankind are not to be 


# ceptance, but by their own intrinſick Worth, 
and by Man's Capacity of enjoying them 
if he will. And tho God doth aſſuredl 

know, who will not accept of His Kindneſs, 
vet he knows at the ſame Time, the Fault is in 
themſelves; nor is their Refuſal any further 
neceſſary from any ſuch Divine Foreſight, 
than otherwiſe it would have been. So that 
7 ſome Perfons will indeed ſeem to have a 


yet own ſuch Principles as render a great 

rt of them inſignificant: For, it God's 
15 Foreknowledge neceſſitate all Events, fo 
that nothing could have fallen out otherwiſe 
than it doth ; then all Divine Precepts and 
' Rulesof Life, all Promiſes and Threatnings 
upon certain Conditions, are no more but 
| Cheats and empty Formalities. But now, 
co thoſe that ſincerely acknowledge the 
© Divine Authority and Truth of the Holy 

© Scriptures, (as all Chriſtians ought to do) 
the Argument will lie thus: 


| = hatever is entirely true, is alſo Harmo- 
nious andSelf.confiſtent. But the Scrip- 
tures are true. Ergo, &c. 1 
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7 valued by His Foreknowledge of Non-ac- 


great Veneration for the Scriptures, and 
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lf it be urged, that the Scriptures, as pro. 


1 
os 
* ＋ "744 


ceeding from God, are indeed moſt pe: fect. 
ly and entirely true, yet paſſing through the 
Hands of ſo many Men, in various Copies 
and Vet ſions, from one Language into ano- 
ther, it cannot be, burſomething of Humane Ne. 
Infirmity muſt ſtick to them. This indeed 1 Int 
freely grant; and if any ſuch Thing can be 
made evident in the Caſe before us, it will 380 
be very fit to be conſidered. In the mean 2 
Time, there can hardly any two Things be £ thi 
named that are more clearly and vigorouſſy VV 
aſſerted in Scripture, than are Divine Pre- "cc 
ſcience and Free will, as well in the Places th 
above-mentioned as in divers others. Fronf C 
whence it will follow, that if thoſe Places ſe 
of Scripture be genuine, and no way cor- m 
rupted (which we muſt ſuppoſe, till the con. 
trary be made out) God's Foreknowledge | \ 
and Man's Free Agency are not only true, * 
but perfectly Harmonious, and conſiſtennt 
each with other, altho' our limited Sight | 
and dazled Eyes cannot fully enable us to 
behold their Agreement. | 4 
Door need we wonder at it, when we con 
ſider, that not only in the Scripture, but in 
Euclid's Elements, and many other Books 
approved in their kind, are found divers 
Things, 
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= 
Things, whicha great Numbet of Readers, 
tho' Men of good Senſe, cannot eaſily un- 
derſtand or reconcile; and ſome Things of 
he that Difficulty, that the greateſt Maſters of 
es Learning and Reaſon have more than 
o. Work enough to overcome; of which, if 
16 Need require, one might give particular 
3 Inſtances. 

: ; Euclid hath demonſtrated: that the Di- 
1 }agonal of: a Square is incommenſurable to 
any of its Sides; or which is the ſame T bing, 
4 that it is in its own Nature infinitely di- 
vilible; yet I believe, that no Man can 
, comprehend this infinite Diviſibility of Ma- 
thematical Quantity. The Hyperbolick 
Curve always approaches nearer andnearer 
for ever to its Aſymptotes, yet they can 
never meet. Nay, whoever is acquainted 
with the Modern Doctrine of Fluxions, 
will not only be ſorc'd to allow of Quan- 
tities infinitely ſmall, and inimicely great 
intheir own Nature, and yet the one - big- 
ger or leſs than the other in any aſſigna- 
ble Proportion; but alſo of Quaneities in- 
finitely great and infigicely ſmall at the 
ſame Time, i. e. ſuch as are infinitely. 
{mall if compar d with ſome, and infinitely 
great it compar 'd with other Quantities of 
the ſame Nature; which, tho' all demon- 
Cy ſtrated. 
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{trated to be Truths, | befieve no Man cas 
fully and adequately comprehend, © 
It is eaſie to obſerve, that when any Dit.” 
ficulty, or ſeeming Oppoſition doth occur in 
Scripture, which common Readers canna ; 
(and even learned Ones not very eaſily) re. 
concile; two Sorts of People, the Prophane 
and Superſticious, take hold of it to very il 
Purpole the one apprehends it their Inte. | 
reſt to have no Religion at all, looks upon 
the Scripture as a State contrivance to keep 
the World in Order and Subjection, and 
hence they aſſume a lewd Liberty of turn- 
ing it into Burleſque and Ridicule; the other 
Sort, being for the molt part over eagerly . 
devoted to ſome Party, have a Religion 
made up of a few Fractions of Truth, neg- 
lecting in the mean Time the Sum and 
Subſtance. Theſe Men purſue, to the beſt 
Advantage of their Set, that part of 
Scripture Which hath the kindeſt Aſpect 
upon their eſpouſed Notions, and run it ofl 
from the main Body of Truth to that Ex- 
tream, that it becomes an Error in Doctrine, 
and perhaps too a Rent in the Church. 
For the Body of Truth may not unfitly be 
reſembled to the Body Natural, which can- 
not live in Pieces. 5 


* 
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That there are unchangeable Decrees of 


God, I do not doubt; but if that Doctrine 


be fo manag' d as to vacate Men's Endea- 
yours, this ſurely is an unwarrantable Ex- 
tream. Juſtification by Faith is a great Truth; 
but if it be imprudently carried to that 
height, as to exclude or make Men neglect 
a good Life, it will become a dangerous 
Error. That Chriſt dy d for all, is a Glorious 


Truth, as it is laid down in Scripture; but 


i fome ſtretch that Doctrine to the actual 


Salvation of all Men, and others thereupon 


put the whole Buſineſs of Salvation within 
Man's Power, theſe doubtleſs are vitious 


Extreams, opening a wide Paſſage for 


Pride or Profaneneſs. The one makes Re- 
ligion altogether vain, and the other makes- 
the Grace of God not worth looking 
after. So that whilſt Men run into ſuch 


violent Extremities, they ſeem to tear off 


fome particular Fruths from their Unity 
with the whole, which fromthence forward 
turn into Corruption, whilſt the main Body 


of Truth is deſerted by them, and becomes 


uſeleſs. 


And this is the Caſe, not only of the leſs 
conſidering Sectaries. but even ofthoſe who 


pretend highly to Philoſophy, and alpire 


after the Reputation of Wits ;- One whereof 


( ſufficiently 
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_ ( ſufficiently known) hath improv'd Three 
Syllables to that height, as to render a great 
part of the Scriptures ridiculous, and the 
Noble Army of Martyrs no other than a 
Company of wilful and ſuperſtitious Fools, 
in needleſly expoſing themſelves to Flames 
and Tortures. * Go in Peace, ſays the Prophet 
to Naaman; which ſingle Caſe he advances 
to a general Diſpenſation for any Man 
to quit his Religion, as oft as it ſhall be 
Difficult and dangerous ſor him to profeſs 
it. And this I take to be the ſountain Cauſe 
of all the Diviſions that are, or have been, 
among Chriſtians ; namely, that Men will 
not read the whole Scrip:ures, and give 
each Part its juſt Weight and Meaſure, duly 
ballancing and comparing one Thing with 
another ; but each Man according, to his 
Complexion or Education, or perhaps ſome 
predominant Melancholy, lays hold of that 
Part that ſuits him beſt, and makes up a 
Religion for himſelf, which is little more 
than the Reſult of his natural Temper. _ 

Here I call to Mind a Paſſage of a None. 
jurant, Which | happen'd to be preſent at. 
The Man was reputed among. his Neigh- 
bours an honeſt plain Man, but ſomewhat 
raſh, and oi no deep Conſideration, as may 


1 appear 
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bpear by the Story. The Diſcourſe fell our 
be ahout Swearing, and the Perſon could 
bt ſorbear to declaim bitterly againſt it, 
Scauſe it is ſaid, * Swear not at all. One 
the Company urg'd that ofthe Hebrews, 
here the Author ſpeaking of God's con- 
ming f. His Promiſe made to Abraham, 
tems to intimate ſtrongly the Neceſſity of 
wearing in ſome Caſes, not vainly, nor in 
bmmon Diſcourſe, but in a ſolemn Man- 
er, for the avoiding of Contention, and 
dr confirming of fome weighty Matter. 
yd the Author doth not only alledge it, 
ſithout any manner of Reproof, as a 
tactice amongſt Men, who uſe to ſwear 
the greater, and amongſt whom an Oath 
br Confirmation is an End cf Strile; but 
be adds further, that God himſelf, the more 
Hundlantly to ſhew the Immutability of his 
Counſel, doth condeſcend to that Uſage, 
$nfirming his Promiſe by an Oath, To all 
Which, the Perſon ſaddenly replied, The 
Jul hor was a Lyer in that Thing: A Deciſion 
Þmewhat ſurpriſing, and fo leſs than Blat. 
phemy; yet had thus much of Ingenuity 
in it, as to yield the Force of the Argument 
en no other or eaſter Terms to be avoid. 


: 6d, 
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Thus if Men will needs imagine an Ind 
gruity between Preſcience and Free- 
and fo reject the one, tho both ate eq 
aſſerted in Scripture, I cannot ſee how i 
can do it otherwile,than by the Non. ju 
Argument, But ſurely Men of Reaſon 


ſed:te Temper, will rather argue thus; Md 
ſince Preſcience and Free. will agree in I 
zertio, and that no leſs than the Word 
God; they muſt not only be agreed ber! 


_ themſelves, but both true. And theres 
if we cannot make them agree togethe: 
our Minds, the Reaſon muſt not he 
mutual jarring of theirs, but want of Rog 
in our Underſtandings. If that Sac 
Book were impartially read, and rel 
ouſly attended to, no Violence put up 
it, but all its Parts underſtood, ( as th 
ought to be) in Congtuity with the a 
Bulk and Subſtance of the Doctrine thelÞ 
in contained, it would put an End to ih 
and many other Debates The A, 


frates Sword, and the Peoples Conſcience ; il 
Prince's Prerogative, and Subject Liber 
the Divine Attribute:, and the Eſſential Pn 

perties of Humane Nature; would all enjoj 

their full Exerciſe and Latitude, without in- 
vading one another. And this leads to the 
next Thing I am to agnfider ; namely, 


he 
or 
ik 
ve 
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| Int . 


The Harmon of Divine Attributes. Where 
e-MWhere are inteſtine Jars and ſtrugling Diſ- 
2Mcord, there is no Unity, nor any Thing 


Nie Perfection; but the natural Notions 
Swe have of the Being of a God, do at the 


Wdictate to us his Eſſential Perfection: 
Therefore to talk of an imperſect Deity, is 
Wo great a Piece of Nonſenſe, as cannot 
ſufficienily be expos'd ; becauſe there is 
nothing in the World to which it can be 
reduced, more abfurd than it ſelf. Down- 
right Atheiſm is indeed a monſtrous Thing, 
yet I think 'tis capable of a better Colour, 
than having once acknowledg'd an adora- 
dle Supreme Being, at the ſame Time con- 
$ clude Him lame, or deficient, He that 
looks about him into the World, and yet 
ſaysin his Heart, Ibere i no God, is pro- 


tional Inference, and from the Things that 
are made, eannot ſo much as conc'ude there 
muſt be a F Maker. And when both tis 


.Þ that every Houſe is built by ſome Man, 
o yet (as if the World muſt build it (elf ) fo 
'Þ fooliſh is he as not to conſider, that he that 
the built all Things is God. But now, he that 


3 5 thinks 


Thel PA. 14.1, t Rom. 1. 20, || Heb. 3. * 


me Time, and with equal Evidence, 


perly a Foal, and that cannot make a ra- 


| Bible and his own Eyes may inform him, 


WITTY 
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thinks God like unto himſelf ()), that i 
ſabject to Failing and ImperteRions, is 
ſtyled Improbus, (2) Wicked or Dereſtable,ſ 
which ſeems to be the heavier Charge of 
the Two. And I have heard of ſome of th: 
Ancients, Plutarch l think it was, ſpeaking 
to this Effect, I had rat ber Poſterity fhoull 
ſay, there never was ſuch a Man, than tha i 
Plutarch was an injnrious and vile Perſon, | 
Now this Foundation, which is deeplaid Ne 
both in Scripture and Natural Reaſon, 
namely, That God is every. Way perfect, hc 
is enough to build my whole Deſign upon: 
He is perfe&t in Power, * He doth what & 
He will bo:h in Heaven and in Earto ; per. F 
fect in Juſtice, , S927 nat the Fudge of all [this] 
the Earth ds right ? Periect in Knowledge, guet 
|| Declaring the End from the Beginning, His and 
(4) Mill is perfect, His (b) Law is perfect, Fledg 
His (c) Work is perfect, all His Ways are Flare 
Judgment. If the Streams be ſo clear, the Will 
Fountain muſt needs be pure, But if any Me 
Mun now will raiſe a Diſpute amongſt the For 
Divine Perſections, (like that of the Diſci- ay 
ples) (d) which ſhould be greateſt; or ſhould Iþſi 
give ſo much to one, as to leave nothing for Þnd 
£ | another; Nu 

C3) Pſal. 50. (z) 16. 21. Chron. 20 6. + Gen, 18. F it 
25. Job. 36. 4. (4) Rom. 12. 2. () Pſal 18, 30, ne 
(c).2 Sam. 22,31. (a) Deut. 32. 4. = © 
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io Hnother; he would make ſtrange Work. 


y prudenc and juſt Perſon in himſelf; yet 
hen he comes to deal with his Nzighbour; 
is Prudence undermines his Honeſty, and 
p he would become a Knave; or on the 
tentrary, ſhould his Honeſty out-go bis 
Diſcretion, that would (in ſome Degree) 
ender him a Fool. And this, tho' a blunt 
Compariſon, ſeems tobe the very Caſe in 
Debate. We muſt however be careful to 
peak with Reverence ind Decorum, even 
apply ing the moſt juſt Conſequences ofa. 
her Mens Doctrine unto theDivine Majeſty, 
The Atttibutes we are concern'd with in 
this Matter are chiefly Two; hut hy Conſe- 
buerice great many more; God's Wiſdom, 
and His Goodneſs ; the former implies Know- 
lkdpe, and that includes Preicience ; the 
htrer comprehends Juſtice, in which Free- 
Will is ſtrengly implied In reference to 
the firſt, take but away from God his 
Foreknowledpe of future Events. and-you 
hay almoſt as well dzthrone Him; for 
deſides that, it doth clearly inter Ignorance 
nd Imperfe&ion, whereby his Wiſdom and 
Knowledge will come in Queition ; it carties 
with it a kind of Imporency, for he that 
Knows not of an Event beſore it comes, wy 
1 + 308 


ſt as if ſome Man ſhould be ſaid to be a ve. 
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— 


mentioned, That bad not God a Foreknowleiy 
7 all Things, be were not fit to govern the Vorl 


of his own Actions; and then, faith th 
| Foundation of diſtributive Juſtice: For whi 


rendring the Bleſſed God a lame and inf 


be ſurpriſed and deſeated of his Expet Ble 
tion; and how ſhould he have Power i bis 
have prevented what he knew not of de + 
fore ? Suarez is poſitive in the Place abo 


nd as for the latter, take away from M 
his free Agency, and you bring him unde 
ſucha Fatality, that he is in no ſort Maſk 


Learned Dr. Cudworth, * You take away ti 


Equity can there be in the Rewarding « 
Puniſhing thoſe Actions, wherein Man hy 
no Choice, and which could not poflibi 
have fallen out otherwiſe ? So that here 
no deny ing of either, without rejecting on 
or more of the Divine Attributes, and ſ 


perſect Being; as if He could not by 
Omniſcient, but he muſt be Arbitrary) | 


nor Juſt, without being Ignorant. 


| Beſides, how can God be ſaid to ſear | 
the Heart, t and || try the Reins, or to whaſp 
Purpole ſhould he do it, unleſs he know ' 
the Bent and Tendency of Men's Mind} 
and what they will do before they act it}. 
And how can he ſuit his Providences to hi 
5 Bleſſed] 
Intellectual World. f Rom. 8. 27. || Jer. 11. 20 


FF Oi awd 


— — 
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| Bleſſed “ Ends and Purpoſes for the Good of 

his People, if he knows not the ni pin | 
that ſhall befal them? On the other Hand, 
if there be no voluntary Agents in the 
World, what need any Providence at all ? 


General Laws might ſerve the Turn, tis but 


Creation together, and fet them a moving 
| like a Pendulum, and they will drive on one 
another; and fo Epicurus his Dectrine 
comes in Play, that God regard: not particular 
Things, What can we expect but Confu- 
fron and Diſorder, whilſt we invade the 
Divine Attributes, or labour to ſet them at 
Odds one with another? | 

But now, if we lay aſide all Perverſeneſs 
and Prepoſſeſſion, the Harmony of the Di- 
vine Perſections will be a moſt pleaſant Ob- 
E je& of our Conſideration. God doth not 
| impoſe a Neceſſity of Sinning upon any 
Man, but he knows ſome Men will be ready 
enough to ſin out of Choice. He doth noc 
puniſh or reward in Men what he acteth 
| Himſelf, or what be cauſeth them to act 


if ſome will be virtuous, and others viti- 


| ous, When they might be otherwiſe, God 


is juſt in Puniſking and Rewarding, tho* not 
. ignorant 


— . 


Rom. 8. 28. 


putting the ſeveral Parts and Wheels of the 


wnhout the Intervention of their Wills; but 


5 
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ignorant in the mean Time, who will de. Þþ 
ſerve well or ili at his Hands. Ina Word, 
God doth know that Man is a Free Agent, 
becauſe he made him ſo, and doth daily 
preſervehim'inthatCapacity; healſo knows, 


— 


that ſome Men will abuſe their Freedom in 


ſpite of all Invitations and Inducements to 
the contrary; unleſs he interpoſe his Sove. 


reign Power (as ſometimes: conceive He jz 
doth) to move them irreſiſtibly unto Good. 
From what hath been ſaid, the Argument Þ { 


will lie thus. God is Perfe in all His At. 


teibutes, and Harmoniousin all His Actings, Þ 


and Providences, throughout the World: 
But the Denial of Divine Preſcience doth | 
infringe His Wiſdom-and-Power, and the 


Denial of Free. will doth obſtruct His Ju. Þ 
ſtice; therefore it muſt follow, that Man's Þ ; 


Free Agency is not only conſiſtent with] 
God's Foreknowledge of future Events, 
but both of them are moſt certainly true. 
The Third Thing to be conſidered, 1s. | 

the Non. cauſality of Divine Preſcience. At the 
Time indeed when this Diſcourſe happened, 
I was laught at by one of the Gentlemen, for 
uſing that as an Argument, which he would 
by no Means admit for a Truth. But I do not 
look upon Laughter as a ſufficient Confutati- 
on, and oft times thoſe who carry Things at 


higheſt, 


* Þ byaſs and miſlead Mens Minds inthis Matter; 


- Þ ledge of any Thing muſt needs cauſe the 
flame, and that thence all other inſer iour 


| this 1 hope will appear to be a great Extra. 


# muſt know ſamething that was in Being be- 3 1 


— 
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higheſt, are ſartheſt out of che Way. I ſhall 
therefore lay down this Propoſition, and 
jun the Hazard of provingit: Namely, that 
God's foreſight of what I ſhall hereafter chocſe, 

| bath not any Cauſality in it to determine my 
l Choice, nor to infringe at all my Liberty of Choo. 
| fag... If I can make this evident, it will be very 
material; for the main Thing that ſeems to 


is an Apprehenſion, that God'; Foreknow- 


Cauſes muſt be urged on by ſuch a fatal 
Neceſſity, that the Effect is put quite with 
eut the Verge of Humane Liberty. But 


| 
vagancy from the following Confiderations. | | 
_- Letus then obſerve, H¹rſt, that all Foreſight - nl 
or Preſcience, is nothing elſe but a ſort of | | 


A 
o 


| Knowledge, and Knowledge doth. ſuppole 


ſomething to beknown antecedent thereun- 
to: A Man cannot be ſaid to know; but he 


fore he knew it; and even the Objects of 
Divine Foreknowledge have a virtual Exi- 
| Rence in God, antecedent in order of Na- 
ture thereunto; ſo that as to himſelf, it is ra- 
ther Intuit ion than Preſcience, But with Re. 
ſpect unto us, and to the not yet Actual Exi- 
| „ ſtence 


1 


. 
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ſtence of the Objects, the Word Preſcienc 1nd 
is proper enough, as was noted before. 
| Knowledge then hath its Dependance upon 
the Things known, not They onit; and there- 
fore ſtrictly, Knowledge, conſidered bare. 
ly as ſuch, is an Effect, and no Cauſe at all. A; 
or Example, l know that the Sun warms and @; ... 
refreſhes; but then there was a Sun in Being I, 
firſt, whoſe Influence I have found to have F,“ 
this Effect upon me. l know that the three [[;? 
Angles of every Triangle are equal to two 
Right Angles, becauſe firſt, Ihave ſeen a Tri. 
angle, and then I have ſeenthe Theorem de 
monſtrated; but my knowing it, is no Cauſe | 
why it is ſo. I denymnor yet, that the Know- 
ledge of one Thing, is frequently the Cauſe 
of another Thing ſubſequent and emergent 
thereupon, but never of that particular I hing . 
known; ſor Inſtance, my Knowledge of F 
a high Water makes me decline the Foord, e. 
and go about by the Bridge; but it is not 
therefore the Cauſe of the high Water. 1 
know that ſuch a Man is crafty, for which e,. 
Cauſe l take Care that he do not over-reach 
me; but my Know is no Cauſe of his 
Craſtinefs. * I know the Blaſpherny of them 
which [ay they are Fews and are not; ( faith 
He that holdeth the Seven-Stars w_ 2 5 
3 ne land : 


| 
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ind : ) Bae if any Man will ſay, that this 
owledge was the Cauſeof that Blaſphemy, 
will go near to he a Blaſphemer himſelf. 
0%efF. But here it will Peda, That 
ſe Inſt awces are only 5 2% s already in 
eng, which are nor like to 15 cauſed 95 4 
mwledge ſnbſequent thereunto; but the Due. 
in it 2 l pon the Knowledge of Things to come; 
„ F Preſcience be but a Species of Know- 
2 "and that al Knowledge ſuppoſeth ſome. 
ng to be known antecedent to it, as was in. 
mated above, it ſeems there may le a certain 
relcience 1 Thing e e or 4. Bu is 
one, Fore a 7 4 But 
not this a plain ey adeien ; 
| This Odjection will be _ anſwered, 
«+ 8) conſidering the Nature of 
tle more particularly. And firſt, there is a 
ind of Foreknowledge of certain Things 
hm Man is capable of, as namely, Changes 
/ the Moon; ; Eclipſes * both the great Lumi- 


— 


IE various Pbeſes, Conjunttions, and 
De rrationsof Planet:; Occultations of Fixed 
. _ with divers other Phenomena : All 
. , by Calculation, may be foreſeen for 


many Years, and foretold even to a few 
Minutes. The Queen's Obſerver, (for Ex- 
ample) or any other curious Aſtronomer, 


— ww V3 


relcience a 


ngws of theſe Appearances before they 
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come, and when to watch them at the O 
ſecvatory. But ĩs there any Man ſo plealan 
as to lay, that the Aſtronomers. Skill is th 
Cauſe of an Ecliple ? Or , it Munſisur He veliu 
can tell when ſome of the fixed Stars wi 
dilappear, that therefore he hides them cw. 
ningly, and will not let the World ſee them C 
Now why ſhould not Humane Preſciencei Þ 
its Rind and Degree, have a Power of dete. P 
mining the Events loreſeen, as well as D. Y 


vine? And what's the Reaſon that this For: ( 
ſight has not the leaſt Cauſality upon thei © 
Effects? I ſuppoſe it will be anſwered, P 
Caule they depend upon certain regular ani !* 
conſtant Motions of the Celeſtial Bodies f 
which have been ever ſince the World be © 
gan; and the like Appearances that are nos © 
have been heretofore, and will be again, lf J 
long as the World ſhall continue; ſo tba 
this Foreknowledge is little more than Re 
collection of What is paſt. For as.ie woullf * 
have been a rare Thing to have farecoldalÞt * 
Eclipſe before ever there was any; lo wou ] 


ic be an eaſie Matter for a Man of ordinaryÞ 
Skill, ro predict thaſe that ſhall happen unto 
the Worlds End, provided he were furnilhedÞ 
with an exact Hiſtory of all thoſe thai] 
have been from the Beginning. 8 
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Let us now examine whether theſe, or the 
like Reaſons, may not be of force in the Bu- 
ſineſs of Divine Preſcience; and in order 
thereunto,let us ſuppoſe ſome Point of Time, 
like that of the Julian Period, before the 
Creation, whereinthe World was not yet in 
Being. There was then in God, (1.) The 
Power and Virtue of educing this ſame 
World ont of Non-eziſtence into Being. 
(2.) A Will to do it, in ſuch Time and Man- 
ner as ſeemed good unto himſelf. (3.) A 
perfect Idea or Proſpect of this great Work 
in all its Parts and Succeſſion, and all this 
ſrom Eternity: This Idea, or Eternal View 


Jof all Things and Actions, that have been, 
or ever ſhall be, is what we call Divine 


Preſcience; it was antecedent to the actu- 


al Exiſtence of the World, but ſubſequent 
in order of Nature unto God's Eternal 


HPurpoſe of Creating it. Now I appeal 


, L 2 
Des 


Le. 


to the Reaſon of Mankind, whether it is the 


Platform that builds the Houſe, or whether 


ve ought to refer the Cauſe of the World's 
Production unto this Idea, or rather to the 
| Concurrence of Divine Will and Power. 


If it be ſtill urged, That God's Fircknow- 


F ledge of Events muſt of Necefſi:y produce the | 


ſame, ſince what he foreknows is ſure to come 


70 paſs : It may eaſily bz anſwered, That 
| : 8 D What 
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what God foreſees, is indeed certain; but 
ſuch Certainty doth not conſiſt in the Fore- 
ſight,but in the Cauſes foreſeen ; and tho' the 
Effect will ſurely come to pals, yet not with. 
out its proper Cauſes ; of which Cauſes, 
Foreknowledge can be none at all, unlels 
it could be both the Cauſe and Effect oi | 
the ſame Thing which is impoſſible. | 
Obj. But how can God's Foreknowledge le 
called an Effect, which doth ever ſuppoſe an] 
antecedent Cauſe ? For ſince you prant it to 
bave been from Eternity, if it be an Effect, 
it muſt be an Eternal One, whoſe antecedent 
Cauſe muſt therefore be fetch'd from beyond 
Eternity. Nor have you yet ſufficiemly ex- 
plained how far, or whether you admit there 
may be ſuch a Thing, as Foreknowledge of what | 
;s already paſt, which was objected before. 
To this laſt Part of the Objection TI have 
already ſaid ( if it be conſidered ) what a- 
mounts to a ſufficient Anſwer ; but yet I | 
| ſhall endeavour to be a little plainer. | 
Firft then, That God did foreknow the 
Things that are now paſt, as well as what | 
are to come, is by no Means to be doubted; | 
but to ſay, thathe does now foreknow what | 
is already paſt, is Nonſenſe, becauſe it im- 
lies the Futurity of what is elapſed; as if I | 
i ſay, God foreknows the Deluge, 8 


** 


| 


| 
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e Building of Babel; this would be Con. 
fradiction in point of Time, as though the 
Things were yet to come, which are long 
ſince paſt; but its proper to ſay, God did 
foreknow them. 
But Secondly, The Notion I aim at, will 
(beſt be apprehended, by remembring al- 
pre to diſtinguiſh between the real and 


the virtual Exiſtence of Things; the for- 


mer is brought forth in Time, and thereſore 
I ay, God did foreſee from Eternity; but 


cannot ſay ſo of the latter, which being 


it ſelf Eternal, can admit no Priority in 
point of Time. As for Inſtance, 10000 


' Years ago the World was not extant, and 


ſomething doubtleſs will be hereafter, which 
is not now; but there never was, nor ever 
will be, any Thing extant, but what is, or 
was, virtually exiſtant in God, and clearly 


viſible to His All- ſeeing Eye from all Eter- 


nity ; therefore God's Omniſcient View, or 
Idea of all Things, being antecedent to the 
Creation, but ſubſequent in order of Na- 
ture to the Virtual Exiſtence of the World, 
is Foreknowledge with Reſpect to the one; 


but Contemplation or Intuition in Reſpect 


of the other. If we look forward to the 


Creation, it is Preſcience ; but if we look 


back upon Eternity, it is the Reſut of Di- 
— 924 vine 
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vine Will and Power, or it is God's be- 
holding in himſelf the Platform of his De- 
ſign, which (as I ſaid before) is an Effect 
of the Divine Purpoſe, to build a World: 


— 


Which Purpoſe is the higheft Link in the 


Chain of Cauſality, even as the firſt Step 


of Solomon towards building of the Temple 


vas this, * Bebold, I purpoſe to build an Houſe 


unto the Name of the Lord my God. It is 
ttue, that God is Infinite and Eternal in 


all His Attributes, and fo there can be no 


| Precedence amongſt them in Order of 
Time, yet in Order of Nature there muſt 
be Priority, ſince God cannot be ſaid to 


behold a pure Nothing; to See, Know, and 


Behold, are Relative Terms, and do ever 
| ſuppoſe ſomething to be ſeen, known, or 


beheld. 
Il put the Queſtion even now, What the 
Reaſon was, that the Aſt ronomers Skill and 


Foreknowledge of the Celeſial Phenomena, 


gad not the leaſt Influence to cauſe the ſame? 

And I gave this Anſwer, Becauſe theſe Phæ- 
nomena did depend upon certain Motions 
of the Heavenly Bodies, which were Re- 
gular, and had been from the beginning of 
the World; and ſo it was but enquiring into 


theſe Motions, and the Foreknowledge of 


Eclipſes, 


. 
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Eclipſes,-Conjunctions, and the like, would 


follow by Conſequence. Let it now be De · 
manded, Why Divine Preſcience had not 
any Cauſality or Influence upon the Crea- 


tion? And1 ſhall anſwer this Queſtion juſt 


after the fame Manner ; namely, Becauſe the 


Creation did depend upon the Will and 


Purpoſe of God, which is the firſt Mover, 


the Fountain Cauſe of all Things, and was 


from Eternity; Omnipotence it ſelf, and 
even Infinite Goodneſs, would ſeem barren 
and unfruitſul without a Will to Act, for 


| whatever God made in Wiſdom, andruleth | 


by his Power, were wrought after the*Cowun. 


felof bis own Will; nor is there any Thing in 


Heaven or in Earth, that can preſcribe (in 


point oſ Cauſality) unto the Bleſſed Will of 


God: Tis no mote then, but God's behold. 


ing, or taking a View of his own Purpoſe, 


and the Foreknowledge of the future World 
mult ſollow by Conſequence, which Fore- 
knowledge is nothing elſe, but the Proſpect 
of what was potentially exiſtent in himſelf 
from Everlaſting, as hath been ſaid. 

From the foregoing Diſcourſe it may ap- 
pear, that Divine Preſcience, as ſuch, can. 
notin propriety of Speech be ſaid to have 
created the World, nor to have had any ef. 

| 9 ficaciĩous 
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ficacious Influence thereupon; and if we 


conſult the Scripture, we ſhall find the ſame 


yet more evident: There we find that God 
faid, + Ler there be Light, and there aas Light. 
That * by the Word of the Lord were the Hea- 
vens made, , and all the Hoſt of them by the 
Breath of His Mouth, | That the Worlds 


were framed by the Word of God, And that 
He upholds all Things by the Mord of. His 
Power, Now whether we take the Word 


of God for His Power, or for His power- 
ful Command, or for the Manifeſtation af 
His Will, (as it is frequently uſed in Scripture 
undertheſe and ſundry other Acceptations) 
it will ſtil] come to the ſame Thing, and what 
I am pleading for; but I do nor obſerve it 
ever taken for Preſcience, nor will the Bibl 

(I think) afford an Inſtance of any Cauſali- 
ty aſcribed thereunto ; but on the contrary, 
many Scriptures do clearly evince Divine 
Preſcience, and at the ſame. Time aſcribe 
the Events foreſcen to other Cauſes, which 


muſt needs be very much to the Matter in 
Hand, I ſhall mention Two or Three. 


Firſt, our Saviour Chriſt (as was noted 
before) is ſaid to know all Things that 
ould come upon him; and yet his being 

delivered 


— 


| Heb. 1. 3. 
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+ Gen, 7. 3, Pfal. 33- 6. f Heb. He © 


(a) Ver. 43. 44 Chap. 5. Chap. 13. f Ezek. 28. 
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delivered unto Death by the Fews, is attribu- 
ted to their Ignorance , For had they known, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory, 

_ Secondly, In the 1 9th Chap. of St. Luke's 


Goſpel, (a) our Lord Chriit ſoretold (and 


| therefore certainly he foreknew it) that E. 


nemies would caſt a Trench about Feruſalem, 


| that they would lay it even with the Ground, 
| and not leave one Stone upon anot ber. Should 
| Preſcience have theſe diſmal Effects, it might 
be thought to be a very malignant Thing; 
and that which belongs to God as a Divine 


Perfection, could not be cleared ſrom being 
the Cauſe of much Evil. But let us not 
Charge God fooliſhly, fince we are inform- 
ed of the true Caule in the very next 
Words; namely, Becauſe thou kneweſt not 


he Time of thy Viſitation, 


Thirdly, In the Prophecy of Hoſea, it is 
ſaid of Iſrael, Ephraim and Judah, * that 
tbey ſhall fall in their Iniquity, and that they 
{hall be as Chaff driven with the Whirlwind 
out F the Floor, and as Smoak out of the Chim- 
»ey. Was this Foreknowledge the Cauſe 
of that Deſtruction ? No; for it is preſent- 
ly added, O Iſrael, thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf. 

Again, the Prophet Ezekiel is command. 


5 ed to ſay unto the Prince of Tyrus, + That 


4 Strangers, 


— — — 
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Strangers, the terrible of the Nations, ſhall 
draw their Sword againſt the Beauty of thy 
Wiſdom, and they ſhall defile thy Brightneſs, 
and bring thee down to the Pit, &c. And ſhall 
this come upon him becauſe God foreſaw it? 
No; but becauſe thine Heart was lifted up; 
and thou haſt ſaid, I am a God. 

Laftly, To name no more, St. Paul ex- 
horting & to Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith, ſore- 
tells the Coming of the Man of Sin, which | 
would be after the working ef Satan, with all P 
Power and Signs, and Lying Wonders ; that 
there would be a falling away from the Truth, 
end Men ſhould believe Lyes, that ſo they migbt 
be damned, Now ſhould any Man, torequite 
St. Paul for his Care of the Church, as to 
lay the Blame of all theſe ſad Conſequen. 
ces upon him, I know not whether would be 
greater, the Folly or Wickedneſs of ſuch a 
* Charge; and it would be yet worſe, to lay 
1 the Fault upon the Spiric by which he ſpake, 

_- as coming near to Blaſphemy againſt 
ö the Holy Ghoſt. But the Text carries 
the Cauſe along with the Effect, namely, 
-þ Becauſe they received not the Love of the 
Truth, that they might be ſaved, for this Cauſe 
God ſhall ſend them ſtrong Deluſions, &c. 
When Truth has offer'd it ſelf by Ms | 
an | 


—— 


2 Thel. 2.3. f Verſe a, 3. 
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and all poſſible Demonſtrations unto the 
Minds of Men, and will not be received, it 
is a ſignal Piece of Juſtice, to give them o- 
ver to believe a Lye. But here firſt the true 
Phyfician of a Chriſtian Soul admoniſheth 
its Safety, and its Danger; its Safety, not to 
be ſoon ſuaken ; and its Danger, of being de- 
ceived : Now, if the Soul reject both the 
Phyſician and his Advice, and having wilfully 


| put it ſelf into the Hands of an Ignoramut, 
is deſtroy d by him; nothing in the World 
can be more ridiculous, than to blame the 
timely Warning and Foreſight of the good 


Phyſician. NN 
Object. But as concerning theſe and other 


Prophetick Scriptures, I meet with this Sal. 


| vo, namely, That whatever God foretells, He 
| 4oth by His Power inforce the Accompliſhment 


yet ſuch Ewents as are contingent, or 


and fulfilling of the ſame. For ( lay theſe 


Perſons ) th God knows all Things knowable, 


upon the fluctuating and undetermin d Wills of 


Men, are never knowable till they are brought 


to paſs; and therefore God cannot foreknow 
them, But now, what God will have brought. 
to paſi, and whereof he gives Notice to the 
World by his Prophets, he doth bend and im. 


fel Mens Minds to do them, and by an irreſiſti. 
ble Influence bring them to Effect. 


D 5 This 
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This Argument indeed ſtrikes home; the 
only Danger is, that it goes too far; and will 
prove what the Patrons of it ſeem highly to 
oppoſe. None can pretenda greaterConcern 
for the Honour of God, than thoſe that de- 


*—————— 


claim againſt what they call Horrendum De. 


cretum; yet this Hypot beſis of theirs will 
force them to admit the very fame Thing, 
and will make God the Author of Sin with 
an high Hand. For if in reference to all ſuch 
Things as are foretold by Prophecy, there 
mutt not be admitted any Thing contin- 
gent, nor purely voluntary, as falls out in o- 
ther Affairs; but all ſuch Events are brought 
about by abſolute Force: What is this but a 


fatal and inevitable Decree? And how can 


fecond Cauſes fall under any Blame, fince | 
they are infallibly predetermin'd by God's | 
Almighty Power? Hence it will follow,that | 
the Jeu and the Roman Soldiers were no 
more to be blamed for their Injuſtice and 

Cruelty to the Bleſſed Jeſus, than a Watch 
zs for going too faſt when the Spring is ſet | 
too high, or made too ſtrong for the Move- | 
ment. And if the Fault be not in ſecond | 
Cauſes, it muſt of Neceſſity lie upon the firſt. | 
It willbeinvyain to alledge, that they had 
been grievous Sinners formerly, and there. 
tore God juſtly gave them up after wards 
2 O 
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to Hardnels of Heart, For * The Lamb was 
Slain from the Foundation of the World, tho 
not actually, yet fo as to be the Object of 
Divine Preſcience, unlefs you will ſay, he 
was [lain fromthe Foundation of the World, 
and yet God knew not of it. It was then 
foreknown unto God, that the Lamb would 
be actually ſlain, before they that ſle C him 
had done Good or Evil. So that if God do 
enforce whatever he foreknows, then they 
who crucified our Saviour, were under a 
Neceſſity of doing it, from the Foundation 
of the Worid; and they who ſhall be ſedu- 
ced by Antichriſt to believe a Lye, and ſo 
be daraned, have been about Sixteen hun- 
dred Years under a fatal Decree of Damna- 
tion. And even Adam, whom all Men grant 
to have had Free-will, mult have been un- 
der a Neceſſity of falling; unleſs we ſhall 
fuppoſe, that when God foreordained his 
dear Son for a FSacrifice, he did not know to 
what End. But the Lamb lain, doth ſuppoſe 
Sin to be attoned, and that implies Sinners: 
Now there could not be Sinners, but ſome 


Body muſt ſin firſt, and that being the 


firſt Man Adam, mult (by this Argument) 
have ſinned, not out of Choice, bot una- 
voidable Necellity, which is a moſt horrid 


a. © th. oth. i tt 4 af Cs — — 


and impious Ablurdity. Tims 


© Rev. 13,8; +1 Pet: , 26: 
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Thus we have at Hand three pregnant 
Inſtances, which do mightily expoſe the 
Weakneſs of the Objection: The Sin of 
Adam, the Death of Chrift, the Deſtructi- 
on of Feruſalem, The firſt of theſe appears 
to have been certainly foreknown unto God, 
and yet none denies that Adam had Power 
to have ſtood innocent. The ſecond was fo 
particularly foretold by our Saviour himſelf, I bee 
that the very Perſons were pointed out, 
who were the chief Actors in it; yet had 
they known, they would not bave crucified the le: 
Lord of Glory. The third likewiſe was 
largely and punctually propheſied; yet had 
YT „ known in her Day the Things 
which belonged to ber Peace, Chriſt ſays, 
＋ He would have gathered her Children toge- 
tber, as the Hen pathereth her Chickens under 
ber Wings, but 2 would not. So that in 
theſe great Events, we may eaſily diſcern 
a reſery'd Condition, and an evident Poſli- 
bility of having been otherwiſe, tho' they 
were all known unto God from the Foun- 
dation of the World. For in cafe of Right 
Judgment and Information ( poſlible e- 
nough to have been attain'd ) Adam had 
not ſinned, Chriſt had not ſuffered, Feruſa- 
km had not been ruin d. They were all 


- —_— ” indeed 
__ * Mat. 23.36- Luke 19. 44. 8 
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indeed foreſeen in their Cauſes, and thoſe 
Cauſes were ſure to produce their proper 
Effects ſo far as they were permitted; that 
js, God foreſaw, that Men left to their Li- 
berties and their Luſts would make a falſe 
Eſtimate of Things, and would be ſure to 
act accordingly ; but yet ſuch Foreſight had 
no Cauſality upon ſuch Actions, as hath 
been ſaid; nor could there be any Inforce- 
ment from God upon ſuch Events, where. 
by the Liberty of Free Agents was in the 


leaſt diminiſhed if the Scriptures be admit- 
Z WS oy 


But here I would not be underitood, as 


if I thought God to be an unactive Behold- 


er of all thoſe Tranſactions which are 


 foretold by Prophecy: Surely he is too 
much a Cauſe of all Things, to be a Nude 
Spectator of any one Action; and certain E- 
vents I grant to have been as well predeter. 
min' d as propheſied, of which I ſhall give 


Inſtance preſently. When God purpoſeth 


to have any Thing brought about, he can ea- 
ſily ſet Agents at Work, and remove Impe- 
diments; he can turn Mens Hearts like Ri- 
vers of Water, yet never ſo, as to put any 
preternatural Force upon the Will to do Evil. 


For the Courſe of Divine Providence, 


(tho inviſible to us) I conceive to be ſo laid, 


and 


— 
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and Things dependent (by God's Diſpoſah ,; 
in ſuch a Series and Concatenation, that 
various Cauſes and Contingents ſhall con. 
Cur to operate upon Mens Faculties, in ſuch Tn 
fort, as to make them willing to act their 
Parts, (unknown oſt- times unto themſelves) 
in order to Effect the Almighty's Purpoſe 
Upon which Account J am apt to believe, 
that even in reference to thoſe Events that 
ate under a peremptory Decree, moſt off 
the Actors that bring them about, are aff 
much free Agents, as is the Husband- mau G. 
in his Choice of a fit Seaſon to plow hi T 
Ground. But however, the Things I main- I th 
ly inſiſt upon are theſe; That ſimce Men de. T 
rive that Strength from God, hy which they 
blaſpheme his Name, and violate his Laws, th 
God muſt be the primary Cauſe of thoſeF 
Actions, but not of the Will wherewithF ſe 
they are done. That He doth not enforce h 
the Volitions unto Evil, and yet He fore. 
knows them: And that in divers Inſtances) f 
ic doth appear, that thoſe Events and Actions] | 
have been foreknown unto God, of whichÞ 
the immediate Inſtruments have been free] 
and voluntary Agents, as hath alteady been! 
made evident. f 
f 


There is yet another Part of the Obſechion 5 
to be conſidered ; namely, That future Con- 
: tingents 


—»„ 
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tingents are not knowable, I confeſs, they 
are inſcrutable to us, to whom they are con- 


Itingent, but to God there can be no fuch 


Things; for he that makes any Thing con- 
tingent unto God, leaves him obnoxious 
to Sur prize and Diſappointment, and con- 
ſequently under great Difficulty of Govern- 
ing the World. For the clearing of this 


Point, let us lay down ſor our Ground. 


work (what I hope is not denied by any 


that I am concern'd with, namely), that 


God Almighty knows moſt perfectly all 


Things preſent; and let us fee whether 
J this will not both infer the Knowledge of 
Things to come, and take away all Con- 
| tingency with reſpect unto God, and by 
the Way, let us obſerve the Knowledge of 
Mankind, which tho' very dim and imper- 
ſect, even in Things now exiftent, and 
beſore our Eyes, yet extends in ſome De. 
gree to Things both paſt and future. The 
Hiſtorian is acquainted with many Revo. 
lutions of former Apes, and from a parity 
of Realon may foreſee ſome that are to 
come. The Phyſician, that underſtands in 


any competent Meaſure the Nature of a 


Medicine, knows from whence it derives 
its Original, what are its conſtituent Prin. 


ciples, and how it will operate. The Me. 
chaniſt 


— 
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—becce 
chaniſt that underſtands an Engine, knows Ne 
how it was made, the Parts of which it is Þce 
compoſed, and what Feats it will per. 44 
form. The Philoſopher, that enquires into Need 
the Reaſons of Things, and the Agency of No. h 
Bodies, with the various Affections of Mat- Nu 
ter and Motion, can tell before-hand the 
Succels of divers Experiments and Under- 
takings, which are in the Dark to other 
People. And the Aſtronomer can tell the il 
future Appearances of Heaven, as was no- 
ted before. Now it allthis, and much more, 
reſult from Man's imperfect Knowledge of þþ 
a few Things, we muſt fure conclude ſome- 
thing farther from God's moſt perfe& 
Knowledge of all Things, eſpecially iſwe add 
hereunto, the Conſideration of His Domini- 
on and Sovereignty over all His Creatures. 
The World is a great Machine or Engine, 
which God made at firſt, and ſtill upholds 
its Being and Motion by the Word of His 
Power: Not fo much as an Atome can ſtic 
but by Vertue derived from Him. Shall we 
then think that the Great Operator knows 
not the Parts of * His own Work, or can 
be ignorant of its Motions, or of the In- 
_ fluence that one Part hath upon another? It 
is poſſible a curious Artiſt may make a 
Dyes, Piece 


Ads 15. 18. | Y | 


dd. . 
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jece of Watch · work to repreſent all the vi- 


ble Motions of the Heavens, and to mea. 


ire out Time to an incredible Degree of 
xactneſs. The Maker of ſuch a Piece muſt 
reds know its Numbers, how long it will 
o, how one Motion depends upon another, 
nd one Wheel drives on another; nor can 
e be ignorant, that if he ſuffer the Springs 
o run down, and wind them up no more, 


he Motions will ceaſe, and his Contrivance 
ill become altogether uſeleſs: Or if, by 


ny other Means, he ſtop ſome of the Mo- 
ions for a Time, they cannot ſtir till he 
yes them Liberty, tho' the reſt are going 

the mean while. Thus the Divine Archi- 
ect, that framed the World, knows all its 
Parts and Influences, all its hidden Springs 
f Motion, all the Cauſes of every Effect, 
vith their Connexion and Dependence, 
nd the Agency of every particle of Matter 
hroughout the Univerſe. He knows for 

hat Duration he deſign'd its Motion and 


Friſtence, and the Time when Heaven 


nd Earth ſhall paſs away, Not can he be 
znorant, that if he withdraw the Springs 
f Life, His ſupporting Providence from a- 


hilation. 


" Mar. 24. 35, 


4 . e 


y Creature, or from the whole World, it 
uſt ſink into a State of Inactivity or Annt- 
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hilation. Now as it would be an idle Fan 
cy to think, that in ſuch a Watch ther 
| ſhould ſtart up fome new Motion not de 
ſign d, and unexpected by the Maker; foifffler 
is far more extravagant to talk of any Tbiaqe 
contingent in reſpect of God, in as much 
as His Work is perfect, and he can com); 
mand a punctual Obſervance of thoſe Lawghw: 
and Rules which He Himſelf hath given 
to the Creation, whilſt * Fire and Hail, Snouſſhe G 
and Vapour, Stormy Wind, fulfil His Word. hou 

The Sum is this: God Almighty know) it 
moſt perſectly all Things preſent ; that i, t 
the hidden Springs of Action, and all the la d 
tent Cauſes now Operating; the Nature and hi 
Virtues of all Things in Being, with the uta 
moſt Extent of their Power and Influence, 
all are manifeſt in his Sight; but ſince Na. 
tural Things do not work in an Inſtant, 
their Force and Efficacy muſt extend to fu- 
ture Time, if 1 may not ſay, till Time ſhall Þ 
be no more; for one Part of Matter will 
fill operate upon another, whilſt Sun and 
NMNſloon endures. Now fince God cannot 

know perfectly the Force of any Agent, but 
(at the ſame Time) he muſt know alſo the 
Effect it will have upon its Patient, and how 
far again that Patient will become active up- 
= M 


1 


= iN Palm. 148, 8. 
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 Fanother Things; it will follow, that if God 
ther not know Things to come, he muſt of 
t deficeflity be ignorant ofaThouſand Things 
fo iſeſent; for as the Knowledge of Cauſesim- 
bingſes the Knowledge of Effects, ſo doth the 
nuch knowing of Effects unavoidably infer 
-onFelgnorance of Cauſes. And as he that 
-2Wws one Link of an extended Chain, 
Wwenzws the whole, and the Motion of one oi 
nouſe Globuli, moves thoſe that are Conti- 

ous, and thoſe again others indefinitely : 
Ow it is impoſſible to know any one Thing 
it i gerſectly without the Knowledge of more; 
ela d God's moſt perfect Knowledge of all 
and hings preſent, muſt imply His Knowledge 
ut: all Things future. 
ce, It may be ſaid, That all this is true with 
Na. e bect unto inanimate Creatures ; but Man acts 
nt, From an interval Principle, and being left to 
fu. Ihe Liberty of his Will, may either act or ſuſpend 
all (bis Ad ion ; and beſides, there are ſo many 
vil Ping, may happen to influence bis Will, that 
nd tis very uncertain wherber of the Two he will 
ot Fibooſe, until we have effeFnally choſen. 
ut # Uncertain doubtleſs it is to other Men, 
ne find oft-times to a Man's ſelf, what he will 
co in ſame Cafes; but unto God it cannot 
p. be fo, tor theſe Two Reaſons eſpecially : 
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Fire, The Heart indeed is fo deceirfily « 
that for a Man to find out the Subtilties of I, e 
own*,is no eaſie Diſquiſition; and it mult uc 
yet harder to know another Man's. Mb 
T God ſees not . as Man ſees; He not onlffifo 
looks upon the Heart, but he looks into iO 
He ſearches and tries it; He knows the m A 
intimate Secrets of the Soul, and is a diſcem xf 
of the Thoughts and Intents ; all Creatures afffee it 
manifeſt in bis Sight; al naked and open befaſſoun 
bis Eyes. It is impoſſible then they ſhoulo! 
_ deceive him, or act beyond or contraryt&11 
his Expectation. For ſince Words ann 
Actions flow (as Streams from a Fountainfef 
out of the Abundance of the Heart, it would; 
be ſtrange that God ſhould know ſo exadtlyſhi 
what the Fountain contains, and yet be ig hin 
norant what Streams muſt iſſue thence. It 
. Secondly Since the Principles from whenceh{ 
all Humane Actions do proceed, may be 
reduced to Two, namely, thoſe of Natare II 
and Grace, and God muſt know the Effica. 
cy of them both, in as much as the one 
proceeds from the Work of his Hands, and 
the other from the Operation of his Spirit; 
it muſt follow that God cannot be ignorant 
how far Truth or Error, Virtue or Vice, 
Equity or Injuſtice, Reaſon or Fallacy, Re- 
1 ligion 
Jer. 17.9, 10. f 1 Sam. 16, 7, || Heb. 4. 12, 13: 
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cen or Intereſt, will prevail upon any 
u either in his Natural Capacity, or un- 
ch a Meaſure of Grace as he beſtows 
bh him for that Purpoſe. For as he knows 
force of Natural Agents, and the Diſpo- 
nof every Patient to receive, or to repel 
Agency; fo can he not be ignorant of 
fncacy of that Virtue, which proceeds 
e immediately from himſelf, All which 
$ to thus much in ſhort, That God 
ighty is the Fountain Cauſe and Sove- 
Ruler of all Things, both in the Ring- 
nof Nature and that of Grace; and 
fore muſt know the whole Series of 
ality- from the Beginning to the End. 
d fince that which is an Effect of one 
ing, becomes the Cauſe of another; he 
ſt equaliy know the Things to come as 
ſe preſznt ; unleſs there be ſome Effects, 
jeh proceed not from any Cauſe at all. 
e Let us now conſider the Nature of a 
ca. Intingent, and what it is that ſhould make 
en think it cannot be foreknown. A Con- 
gent (beſides the ſtricter Notion as it ſig- 
ies the Effect of a voluntary Cauſe) may 
as I apprehend, more ſtrictly taken, 
de, the encountring or meeting together of 
& dry Effects, whole Cauſes do not appear 
"NN Þhave had any Connexion. As when a 
Ta Spring- 
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Spring-tide, a Land- flood, and a Storm fr 
the Sea, happening at once, do make an ha 
undation: Or when a Traveller in his Io 
ney meets with a Shower: Or two Fried" 
ſetting out from ſundry Ports, meet infÞ*© 
far Country, without deſigning it, Ie 
knowing oneof another. Now a high Wi of | 
and a Spring tide, a Journey and a Shou Noe 
have each of them Caules ſufficient to pit 
duce them, but they are contingent each pol 
other, as alſo in reſpe& of us, who pa! 
knowing that ſuch Cauſes were operatinſſ®: 
could not foreſee the Effects. But the Caſe 
not fo with God, it is not yet come to tha 
Paſs, that becauſe Men cannot foreſee co ot 
tingent Events, that therefore we muſt conff 
clude, that God c innotdo it neither. Fort 
Wind and Weather are in his Hands, au] 
obey his Will, ſo voluntary good Adio 
flow originally from the Holy Spirit, an 
evil Actions are permitted, as the Dexi 
were to enter into the Swine : Nor.ca 
wicked Agents go one Hair's Breadch be 


yond their appointed Limits. And eve 
Permiſſion it ſelf doth imply Foreknoy 
ledge; for how can any one be ſaid to hav: 
permitted what he knew not of before i 
was done ? l hope, that to evade this Ar 
gument there's none willſay, That God give: 

| 10 
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n wicked Men a general Licence to do 
an What they pleaſe, whilſt he in the mean 
$ 
1 (nels they will commit until they have 
ited it. For beſides, that this Character 
z exactly ſuiced unto Satan in his Kingdom 
of Darkaels, it deſtroys Divine Providence 
Noot and Branch; for how can God limit, 


poſes, thoſe Events whereof he hath no 
particular Foreſight ? Or how can he be ſaid 
in ſuch a Caſe to govern the World at all? 


o thltary Action, I have ſpoken before; I ſhall 


con only add in this Place, that ſince God knows | 


coll moſt perfectly the Heart of Man, and 


ori what Cauſes are intereſted in forming of his 


a Judgment ; how far the Will follows the 


Fon) Dictate of the Underſtanding and of right 


aul Reaſon, or whether it is captivated by Sen- 
Jeri ſual Appetite, and by the Luſts that war in 
cal his Members: Since God (I ſay) doth in- 


1 bel fallibly know the Springs of all Actions, 


erel whether from Senſe, from Reaſon, or from 
noyl Grace, and to what Degrees any kind of Ex- 
hand ternal or Internal Force can bend thoſe 
re i Springs, he muſt of Neceſſity know what 
Ar Man (purely left to his own Choice, and 
>ived the uſe of his Faculties) will do upon any 

of Occalion, me, have 


ime knows not in particular, what Wick- 


or over · rule to his own good Ends and Pur- 


But as concerning the Nature of a Volun. 
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I have inſiſted longer upon this Obje@ion, 
as alſo upon the Non-cauſality of Divine 
Preſcience, than ſome perhaps will think to 
have been neceſſary ; but becauſe the Senſe 
of the Ohjeion is faid to come from Per. 
ſons of very great Learning and Realon, 
and I did my ſelf hear it ſtrongly urged, 
That Preſcience muſt needs ſe the Things 
foreſeen ; I thought it not amils to enlarge a 
little upon both the Points, in order to clear 
them up to common Underftandings; but 
whether I have done it to Satisfaction, I 
muſt leave to the Reader's Judgment., The 
Sum of what I have ſaid in reference to this 
laſt mention'd (which I diſcourſed of be- 
tore) is this, That to affirm Divine Preſci- 
ence to have a Cauſality, in ſuch fort, that 
the Events foreſeen could not poſſibly have 
fallen out otherwiſe, is abfurd, and it is ſalſe. 
It is abſurd, becauſe it puts the Cart beſore 
the Horſe, and makes that to be a Cauſe 
which is purely an Effect; and it is falſe, 
becauſe it is contrary to the Word of Truth, 
contained in the Scriptures, I ſhall now 
' conclude this part of my Eſſay, with the 
Words of the Schoolman; * Neque hinc 
et iam fit, ut per hanc Præſcientiam, Deus im- 
ponat neceſſitatem aliquam rebus ſic cognitis, 
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Fore-knowledge impoſeth any Neceſſity upon the 
Things ſo known, becauſe this Knowledge, as 
ſuch, is not the Cauſe of them. 

But before I come to the laſt Part of my 


Deſign, Imuſt make a ſhort Digreſſion, to 


prevent an Objection that may ariſe from 
what I ſaid not long ago; namely, That the 
Divine Will was the fountain Cauſe of all 
Things, as being the firſt Mover; for no doubt 


God is the firſt Cauſe Fall Motion, tho he never 


determines any, exerted by a free Agent to æ 
wrong Object, and all Things being wrougis 
(as the Apoſtle ſays) «fter be Counſel of His 
ill. From hence it may be urged, That 1% 


Divine Preſcience have no Cauſality, yet ſince 


we grant that the Divine Will is the firſt Cauſe 


of all Things ; nor can we deny, that whate- 


ver God wills, he certainly foreſees ; doth it 


not follow from hence, that all Things muſe 
come to paſs according to the fixed Purpoſe and 
Pre-ordination of God, in ſuch ſort, that the 


Will of Man muſt needs be over-rul'd and pre- 


determin'd, aud conſequently the free Agency 
of Rational Creatures wholly evacuated ? 


I anſwer, This will by no means follow, 


as may appear from the Conſideration of 


the following Particulars. | 
= : 8 1. Though 
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1. Though God foreſees whatever He 
will have brought to Effect, yet we cannot 
ſay on the contrary, that He wills every 
Thing He foreſees. God, tis true, wills e. 


ven the ſinful Actions which he foreſees, but 
with a Will Permiſſive of them, not Effe- 
ctive; perfectly knowing (as a wiſe Man 
would | 
and fo inclined, will do in fuch and ſuch 
Circumſtances, being only inabled, not im- 

pelled, to act, and being left to follow their 
own Inclinations. And fo he may certain- 
ly foreſee many Things, which he never 

wills by a poſſitive or effeeveh determina- 
tive Will. He equally foreſees all Things 
that come to paſs, otherwiſe He wou!d be 


deficient in point of Knowledge; but we 


muſt not ſay, He wills them equally : For 


that would be toapprove of Evil, and ſo He | 


would be deficient in point of Goodneks. 
For Inſtance, He Predetermin'd Hrael's De. 
liverance from Egyptian Bondage, and He 
likewiſe fortold it: So that herein His Pur- 
poſe and Foreſight run Parallel. But then 
he foretold Pharaoh's Obſtinacy in detain- 
ing the People, at the ſame Time when He 
will'd him to let them go; and herein His 
Foreſight and expreſs Will are quite contra. 
ry. He wills, that Men ſhould fear the Lord, 


and 


rewdly Gueſs) what Perſons, ſo 
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Ind ſerve Him in Sincerity and in Truih; and 
not only ſo, but that they ſhould do it out 
Jof * free Choice, ariſing from a true Judg- 
ment of Things; yet he foreknows that 


ſome will be diſobedient, and Iniquity ſhall 
abound -F. He wills, that His choſen People 
be with Him, and ſee bis Glory, and He 
knows it ſhall be fo; He knows that others 
will dye in thir Sins, but He hath ſworn, He 
wills it not (a). Whatever God hath pre. or- 
dain'd, is an undoubted Object of Divine 
Preſcience ; but every Object of Divine 
Preſcience is not therefore pre-ordain'd,nor 
agrecable to His Will, Good Things are 
equally the Objects of Divine Pleaſure and 
Foreſight ; but we cannot ſay the like of 
Evil. We may ſay indeed, that God fore. 
ſees an Evil Action, but we cannot ſay He 
would have it done, nor that He hath 
Power to do it; ſor both theſe would im- 
ply a Contradiction, ſince *ts purely in- 
conſiſtent with the Divine Nature to have 
either Will or Power to do Evil. 

A ſecond Conſideration is this, That tho“ 
the Divine Will be truly and unchangeably 
one and the fame, yet is it diſtinguithable 
according to . ni 
5 QNA2UT 


"=_ —— ww 


_ * Joſh. 24. 14, 15. 1 Mat. 24. 12. J 17. 2 
(a) Mat. 19. 28. | 
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about which it is converſant. As Firf, when 
God deſigns to bring about ſome ſpecial act 


of His Providence in the World, as that Pro- 
mile made to Abraham, * Unto thy Seed will 
I give this Land; in this Reſpect his Will is 
Poſitive and Irteſiſtable, nor can all the | 
Powers of Earth and Hell put one Mi. 


nute's Stop unto His Purpoſe or Decree. 
But Secondiy, when God commands any 
Thing to be done by His People, 2s their 
Duty, and for their Good, He deals not 
with them as inanimate Creatures, but as 
rational Ones; He propoſes unto them a 
Rule or Law, withthe Benefit of obſerving 
it; as for Example, Honour thy Father and 
thy Mother, that thy Days may be long in the 
Land, Cc. But God doth not irreſiſtably en- 
force the Obſervation of this Law, upon all 


thoſe to whom it is given; for ſothere would 


be no Tranſgreſſion. He propounds it to 
their Choice, expecting a Voluntary Obe- 
dience upon Promiſe of a Reward, which 
Reward cannot be commenſurate to an 
Obedience upon Force, which properly is 
no Obedience at all. In this Senſe therefore 
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his Will is imperative, but not irreſiſtable ; 


for the Stiff.necked are [aid to reſiſt the Hol 
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And Thirdly, when Gad forbids any 


Thing to be done by us, that would diſho- 
nour Him, and deſtroy our Selves, and yet 


we do it; or when He commands us any 
Thing, wherein we diſobey Him, His Will 
is therein only Permiflive. Thus Sin, tho' 
directly oppoſite to the Command, is per. 
mitted. And fo God 1; ſaid to have ſaffe. 


red tbe Peoples Manners in the Wilderneſs about 
forty Years, * as alſo in Times paſt, be ſuffered 


all Nations to walk in their own Ways f. Not 
that their Ways were acceptable to Him, 
or apreeable to His Will, ( in any other 
Senſe than that of Permiſſion) much leſs 
efficaciouſly influenced by Him; only they 
were ſuffered for a Time to run their Courſe. 
For, having ſet beſore them Life and Death, 
partly in His written Law, and partiy in 
their own Conſciences, and having em- 
ploy'dall ſuitable Means, Motives, and Rea- 
fonable Inducements for their chooſing of 
the one, and refuſing of the other; accord-. 
ing to His primary Intention of Good unto 
all Men: If nothing leis than Invincible 
Grace will ſerve the Turn, God is not obli- 
ped to ſave all thoſe as it were by Mirac'e, 
that will not be otherwiſe ſaved; and there- 
fore permitting obſtinate Perſons to reap 
3 E 2 8 the 
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that receive it. 
Now, tho' like not by any Means that ] * 
Diſtinction of the Divine Will into Secret | Þ) 
and Revealed, (in the Calviniſtick Uſe of 4 u 
it) eſpecially when theſe two are made ro } * 
contradict each other; as if it were God's | 
ecret Will that Men ſhould Sin and be © 
Damned, when His revealed Will bids | 
them Repent and be Saved; this is to ſtem 
the Current of Scripture, and in Effect to 
| to make void both the Law and Goipel, I || 
| ſay, tho'I approve not this, nor ſhall I bor- 
. row any of the School Diſtinctions; yet I 
f think the Scripture will allow us to ſay, 
| that the Divine Will is either Poſitive, Pre- 
ceptive, or Permiſſive. By Poſitive, I mean 
 Irrefiitable, in reference to what God does 
Himſcit, or what He poſitively determines 
| to be done; Preceptive is with reſpect un- 
| to Laws, and Mens voiuntary Obedience 
thereunto; Permiſlive in reſpe& of Sin. 
And yet this is {ti;} the ſame moſt bleſſed 
and unchangeable Will, as it is the ſame 
RT ny un- 
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Suan: beams by which ſome ſort of Bodies 
7 are Hardned, others Melted, and a third 


Calcined. 

| come now to the laſt Part of my Un- 
dertaking, which is, to anſwer ſome of 
thoſe Oòject ions, that are wont to puzzle di- 
vers People about this Matter; but I have 
anſwered ſo many already, that have riſen 
by the Way, and have enlarged beyond 
my Expectation in what is paſt, that I 


Wwou'd think, it ſhould ſpare me ſome 


Pains in the Remainder. For the Strength 
of what now remains, may be ſumm'd up 
in a very few Objections, and anſwered (I 
hope ) in not many Words. 

It is Matter of eaſie Obſervation, that 
the Objectors do ſtill ſuppoſe the Thing in 
Queſtion, and what ought to be proved be- 
fore the Objections can have any Force at 
all; as namely, that God's Foreknowledge 
of the End makes void the Uſe of Means; 
whereas it is ſo far from doing that, that 
the Uſe of Means and ſecond Cauſes is 


therein ſuppoſed and imply'd, as the Foun- 


tain of ſuch Foreknowledge. For if it 


were poſiible, that the Force and Efficacy 
of Cauſes could be uncertain unto God, 


the Foreſight of Effects would be ſo too. 


Thus, for Example, if God ſoreſees that 
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ſuch a Child ſhall live to be a Man of 
eminent Learning; doth this Fore-fght * 
give him Leave to be Idle, and become a 
Truant every Day? Now the Objectors, 
according to their manner of Arguing, / 
muſt anſwer in the Aﬀitmative, and leave 
the Child to be made a Scholar by Mira- 
cle. ButI anſwer, No; for ſuch a Fore. | 
ſight muſt have ſome Foundation. It doth 
therefore ſuppoſe, that God for His Part, 
by His daily Providence, will continue un- 
to him a competent Meaſure of Health, | 
Strength and Capacity, and afford him 
fit Means and Opportunties of becoming 
Learned; and that the Boy, for his Part, 
will ſtudioufly imploy and improve the 
ſame for the beſt Advantage to that End. 
Let us noy ſee the full Strength of what is 
wont to be objected in this Matter. 
Obj. F God's Foreknowledge doth aſcertain 
the End, to what Purpoſe is the Uſe of Means? 
3 An Event can be no more than certain; and 
j if God foreſees that I ſhall certainly dye within 
| a Near, all the Medicines in the World will 
not make me live a Day longer, But if He 
 foreſees I ſhall live Twenty Years, I ſhall not 
only need no Phyſick, but I may for Diverſion 
leap once a Day into a River, er into the Oce. 
en, without any Fear of Drowning, 1 can 
neither | 
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» | neither fall ſhort of, nor go beyond that fatal 
Period which is fixed in Divine Preſcience. 
This Objection ſeems to make ſome little 
Noiſe, and yet at moſt is but a plauſible 
kind of Fallacy, imploy'd only by vulgar 
and unthinking Heads, but unworthy a 
Man of good Conſideration. It is indeed 
anſwered in what hath been already ſaid; 
but I ſhall add ſomething more in theſe few 
Particalars. As, 
Firſt, This ſort of Reaſoning reſembles fo 
much that of the Devil to our Saviour, that 
it may very well ſeem to challenge the 
ſame Author, If God foreſees thou ſhalt 
live many Years, thou may ſt leap into the 
1 Sea, or throw thy ſelf down from a Pre- 
Cipice (ſays the Objection), for thou mult 
certainly live out thy appointed Time. * 
thou be the Son of God, caſt thy ſelf down from 
this Pinnacle of the Temple (ſays the Devil), 
for he ſhall give bis Angels Charge concerning 
thee T. Now, as the Ground of that Secu- 
rity againſt Dangers, and ſundry Evils 
mentioned in the 91/4 Pſalm, at ver. 8. is 
omitted in the Devil's Quotation: So the 
Ground of God's Foreſight, and Cauſe of 
the Event foreſeen, is omitted in the Obje- 
| ion, namely, a prudent Care to preſerve 
3 „ Lie. 
* Mat, 4.6, J Pfalm 91.8. 


— Lak ©. £4. a5 dl 


n 7 
5 oye . 


82 Of God's Poreknowleage, 


. 


. 


Life. And as the Son of God was never like 
to fall down and worſhip the Devil; fo any 
ſober Man that lives to a full Age, is not 
like to attempt deſperate Ways to deſtroy 
himſelf. The Anſwer too, given by our 
Saviour, is proper in this Caſe; * Thon 

ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God: For if he 
foreſees the End, he foreſees allo the Means 
conducing thereunto, which Means God 
having graciouſly put into thine own Hands, 
why thouldeſt thou tempt Him to fave thy | 
Life by Miracle, when thou may'lt pre- 


ſerve it by thy own Diſcretion? Thus we 
fee the Devil's Argument, and that of the 
Objection, run exactly Parallel. 

_ Secondly, The Fallacy of this Reaſoning 


conſiſis partly in joining a Truth and a Fal- 


ficy together, and make the one to infer the 


other, tho' there be no Connexion between | 
them; and partly in leaving out the Con- 


ſideration of that which muſt be ſuppos d, 


to make the Senſe compleat, whether the 


Inference be true or falſe; for Inſtance, 


let this be the Argument in ſhort: 
God foreſees the End; therefore it will ſo | 


come to paſs, GD 
I fay here, the Propofition is true, but 
the Inference ( without ſomething elſe 


3 ſuppo- 
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ſuppoſed) is falſe 3 for if the illative Parti- 


Cle therefore refer only to the Word Fore- 
ſees, there is no good Conſequence, ſince 
Foreſight hath not any Cauſality, as hath 
( hope) been proved. That Divine 
Preſcience doth aſcertain the End, is true 


upon this Account, * That it beholds the 


Cauſes wherein the Certainty doth conſiſt, 
but that ic doth ſo meerly of it ſelf, without 
Suppoſition of Cauſes, and proper Means 
to effect that End, is falſe. God, by his 
Forelight, lays no Neceſſity upon the 
Event; but He foreſees it in its Cauſes, of 
which Humane Endeavours ordinarily are 
no ſmall Part. Therefore the Senſe of the 
the Argument muſt, in this manner, be 
clude any Thing. NE | 
God foreſees the Cauſes productive of ſuch 
Eff.&s ; therefore ſuch Effects will fol. 
low, not from the Foreſig bt, but from 
the Cauſes foreſeen, 
Thirdly, Let us ſuppoſe, that God fore- 
ſees ſome ſtrong Man, vigorous and health- 


cCompleated, before it can be made to con- 


ful, ſhall dye within a Year, who accord- 


ing to the Cuurſe of Nature might live 
8 8 | 7s Twenty. 
3 — — . — — r —— * 

Neceſſitas conſequentiæ in ordine probandi, 


non eſt neceſſitas rei ipſius in ordine cauſandi. 
| Barge, Meth. part 1, pag. 45. 
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Twenty. If this be true, it muſt be true 
alſo, that Intemperance,Neglect of Means, 
or the like, muſt bring him to it: Some 
Cauſe there muſt be; but naked Foreſight 
is no Cauſe at all. Again, ſuppoſe God 
foreſees, that ſuch a Perſon ſhall live twen- 
ty Years. If that be true, then that he 
ſhould attempt every Day to deſtroy him- 
ſelf, muſt be falſe ; for if God forelees the 
one, He forelees not the other, becauſe 
they are inconſiſtent. He doth not fore- 
ſee Contradictions to be true, or Things 
to be that will never be; as once a wile 
Critick would needs maintain, That when 
Fonah was ſent to preach unto Nine veb, God 
then foreſaw that City would be deſtroy'd 
in forty Days, tho'itſtood many Years after. 
But God doth not foreſee that Cauſes will 
produce ſuch Effects as are improper and 
impoſſible; not that Repentance will pro- 
duce Deſtruction, nor that Poiſon, Drown- 
ing, or Debauchery,will produce Length of 
Days, and vertuous Prudence an untimely 
End. In a Ward, Divine Preſcience beholds 
not Things in Parcels, but altogether in one 
View: Sees the Iſſues and Periods of all 
Things, not without, but in ConjunRion 
with the proper Cauſes conducible there- 
unto. 


Fourthly, 
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Fourtbly, It may not be amils to remem- 
r, that as there are ſome true Propoſi- 
ns, which by leaving out a Word or two 
ay be made falſe: So there are others 
nd thoſe of Divine Authority ) which 
thoue ſomething underſtood, cannot 
made out to be true. Of che firſt Sort is 
is, My Doctrine is not mine; and again, 
e that belie vet h on me, believeth not on me, 
t this is the Devil's Way of quoting Scrip- 
re, leaving out the Context that ſhould 
plain it, and in this manner too frequent. 
do ſome Perſons deal with thoſe Wri: 
hes they have a mind to cavil at. Of the 
her Sort is this, -þ Yet forty Days and Ni. 
wveh (hall be overthrown ; And || Know ye 
t that the Unrighteous ſhall not inherit the 
ingdom of God? Now the Divine Purpoſe 
t the Deſtruction of that City, and for 
cluding (4) Fornicators, {dolaters , 
hieves, Drunkards, Extortioners, and the 
ke, out of the Kingdom of Heaven, is 
nounced abſolutely without any annexed 
ondition; and yet all acknowledge, that 
ich Threatnings are conditionally to be 
nderſtood, and to be executed only in caſe 
Impenitency: And thus it is in our pre- 
Fut Cafe. That God foreſees the End, is 
true; 
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true; but it 13 not the whole Truth, nor t 


be underſtood excluſive of the Means. Id 3 
undoubtedly true, that Chriſt foreſaw t 
Deſtruction of Feraſalem; yet we mult nf} 
thence infer, that He forelaw it without M | 
ny reſpe& to Sin; for thus He complai 
How 15 would I have gathered your Child: 
together, &c. and ye would not How could 
be matter of Complaint that they would nc 
if the Peoples Choice be not imply d? Eithe 
God foreſees, that Men will abuſe their 
berty, or he doth not; if not, then neither 
He Omniſcient, nor are the Scriptures true 
if He doth, then ſuck Foreſight is ſo far fro 
taking away Men's Liberty, that it confi 
it; for Men cannot abuſe their Liberty unle 
they have it; nor can they uſe it if the Ob 


8 any Force, which ſuppoſzt! 


be in vain. Thus then 1 ſumm up wha 
hath been ſaid in Anſwer to the Object ion. 

* God that made the World made all Things 
therein, ſceing He is Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
and giveth unto all Life, and Breath, and all 


| Things ; and hath made of one Blood all Nations 


of Men to dwell upon the Earth, and determined 
the Times before appointed, and the Bounds of 
their Habitat ion. We ought not to think, that 

i ”́¹ꝛ 
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nor ¶ the Godhead is like unto Stones, or ſtupid 
ns. Iq Earth, that He ſhould be ignorant either of 
2 ti His own Off-ſpring, or of the Work of His 
ult u Hands, or the Bounty of His Goodnels. And 
nout having graciouſly endued Mankind with thbe 
Plat Light of Knowledge, and with a Faculty of 

nur chooſing Things for his Good, and avoiding 
ould Things Hurtful; He doth not extinguiſh that 
nc Sight, nor take away ſuch Power of Ele- 
EithF &ion, unleſs it be, as a Puniſhment for 
ei ſome grievous and long-continued Provo. 
ther cation. But foraſmuch as Hebeholds at once 


* (TU in His Omniſciency, the Nature, Vertue, 

fro and Activity of all Creatures, with the Cau- 
aftr ſes, Events and Iſſues of all Things and 
unle 


Actions, from Everlaſtipg to Everlaſting; 
and ſince He knows moſt perſectly the 
Heart of Man, the Bent of His Affections, 


2 Ob 
D0ſet! 


ans, g His Meaſure of Grace, and prevailing Mo- 
wha tives; He muſt of Neceſſity Foreknow the 
4078, | 


various Reſults of Man's Choice and Liber- 
e ty of Will, wichout the leaſt Obſtruction to 
£419, the free Courſe and Exerciſe thereof, He. 
1d all ſoreſees the End, together with the Means, 
tus and the Effect, depending on its proper 
mind Cauſe. He foreſees, that ſome Men ſhall not 
Jas of live out * half their Days, but they are ſuch as 
that] are Bloody and Deceitful. He foreſees, that ö 
hel Tbe Tears of the Wicked ſbail.be ſyorined ; 


but 
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certain or uncertain at the ſame Time, 
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but then he ſhall fall by his own Wicked-Jiir 
nels. And to conclude, He foreſees, that ig 
A Righteous Man ſhall prolong bis Days; of 
not by daily Attempts to deſtroy himſelf. ys 
but (as the wiſe Man faith ) by the Fear of 
the Lord, and in the Way of Righteouſneſs, 

05. One Object ion more, and I have done. 
It bath been often ſaid in this Diſcourſe, That 
the Event foreſeen of God, is certain, and 
will come to paſi; and again, it bath been aſ- 
ſerted, that ſome Events, which have been fore. 
ſeen, might piſſibly not have come topaſs ; bow 
can theſe Two Notions agree together ? 


I Anfwer, Firf, That any Thing can be 


and in the ſame Reſpects, is granted to 
be a Contiadifton ; but a Thing barely 
poſſible, which may either be, or not be, 
implies no Contradiction at all. For as there 
are many Things de to be, which ſhall 
never come to paſs actually; ſo other Things 
thall actually come to paſs, which yet pol- 
ſibly might not be. Thus it is poſſible, I 
may go to Rome, but tis a Thouſand to One 
I ihall never come there; and if it actually 
ſo fall out, yet that does not take away the 
Poſlibifity of going thither; for Learned 


Menſay, * Mulrafutura eſſe que non erunt, G- 
multa poſſe fieri quæ non fient, On the other 


Son Hand, 
| Prov. 11. 5, * White de Mundo, A 
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and, ſomething will actually (that ie, cer- 


ainly) be done this Day, which poſſihly 
night be deferr'd till to Morrow : Ilad enim 


Möbile eſt, quo prſito nullum fequitur inconveni. 


. But allthis, perhaps, will better appear 


rom the Conſideration of theſe Particulars. 
1. An Event may be certain With re- 


pect unto God, which is not ſo to us; for 


othing can be uncertain to Him that is 


4 Pmniſcient 3 but to us, that know but in 


art, almoſt every Thing future is obſcur'd 
1th ſome kind of Uncertainty. 25 
2. An Event may be certain in it ſelf, 
n Suppoſition of certain Cauſes; and yer 
uppoſing other Cauſes, it would fall out 
uite otherwiſe. So that, io 
3. The Certainty of a future Event, is Ab. 
olute in reſpect of God, Hypothetical in 
eſpect of it Self, but Unknown or Uncer- 
an in reſpe& of Us. That is to ſay, it can 
ever ſo fall out, but that He, who knows 
e whole Train of Cauſes leading to i-, 
uſt of Neceſſity foreknow it. But it is the 
auſes ( not the Foreknowledge ) which 
ake it to be what it is; which being ſup. 
fed, the Effect certainly follows. Which 
ertainty extends not to us, who are igno- 
ant of the Cauſes. Let us ſee now, how 
is will appear by Inſtances. 


Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe the French King, before he dygt. 
turns Proteſtant; whether it ſo fall out ofa 
not, God knows; for ( as Solomon ſaith $7 
* The Kings Heart is inthe Hand of the Lorſy_ 
Ii Conviction or Intereſt oblige him to b&/ 
come a Proteſtant, the Effect will certainly? 
fo;low ; but this is Hypothetical ; that ig] 
upon Suppoſit ion of prevailing Cauſes an(. 
Motives it muſt follow. But to us there cad; 
be nothing of Certainty, whilſt we are ig 
norant of that Prince's Intentions, neithef 
know how it may pleaſe God to work up 

on him hereafter. 1 | 
The Captivity of the Fews was certaig 
ly foreknown unto God, and, together with: 
a great · I Peſtilence foretold by the Prophe 
Feremiab, in a very remarkable and part 
cular manner: And afterwards, ſaith th 
Lord, I will deliver Zedekiah King of Ju 
dah, and bis Servants, and the People, an 
ſuch as are left in this City, from the Peſtilenc 

rom the Sward, and from the Famine, i 
the Hand of Nebuchadnezzar King of Baby 
lon, and into the Hand of their Enemies, &0 
And he adds further, That their City ſhall 
be given into the Hand of the King of Baby 
Jon, and he ſhall burn it with Fire. Yet thi 
fame Prophet is ſent to call them to Repen 

3 5 tance 
or, 2. 1. Jet. 21: 6,7, 8,9, 10. 


* 


8 


n 
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tance, to prevent even this very Captivity, 
Jand tells them, /f ye rhroughly amend your 
Ways and your Doings, if ye throughly execute 
Judgment between a Man and bis Neighbour ; 
47 je oppreſ: not the Stranger, the Fatherleſs and 
in}: he Widow, and ſh:d not innocent Blood in this 
i Place, neither walk after other God to your 
Hurt; then will I cauſe y;u to awell in this 
Place, in the Land that I gave to your Fathers 
ig for ever and ever. We 2 here a reſerved 
Condition, and fair Poſſibility of prevent- 
ing that Eminent Captivity, ſo much noted 
in Scripture, and ſo much propheſied. God. 
ertaichgtrant that we, by the ſame Method, may 
r withearneſtly endeavour to prevent another 
ophq Captivity, which has (they ſay) been pro- 
part] pheſied too, and which ſeverely threatens 
th eh England at this Day, pr Wi 3 
| conclude with Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 
{ before-mention'd ; which was moſt cer- 
tainly foreknown unto God, foraſmuch as 
*. Redemption by the precious Blood of Chriſt 
was foreordained before the Foundation of the 
> World ; and 'tis no leſs certain, that Adam 
y ſhall had Free Will, and Power to have perſited 
Baby innocent, which ſurely amounts at leaſt to 
et the] a Poſſibility of not tranſgreſſing the Divine 
epen] Command. And this Conſideration alone 
tance | is 
C 


Word of God is clear and unqueſtionable, 


ſtration, muſt yield Submiſſion. 3. But in 
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is enough to anſwer the Objection, and tant 
ſi enge any Argument that can be oppo” 
ſed in this Matter. 1 
I have now done; the Uſes I propoundtq; e 
my ſelf from this Diſcourſe, are [peciallyF.” 
theſe Four: 1. To read the Seriptures Im. I 
partially, and to value them equally, upon 
the Account ofthat Sacred Authority ſtampr}*: 
vpon the Whole, andthe Spirit that hreaths 
in every Part; not to build an Hypotheſis: 
upon ſome few ſingle Expreſſions, further 
than it may appear to be conſentaneousfF 
to the integral Body of Truth contained 
therein. 2. In all myſterious Points, where 
in there appears a Difficulty, either to affirm 
or deny, ſtill to adhere to that Side which f. 
hath the ſurer Evidence; and wherein the 


to eſteem that the ſtrongeſt Evidence of all; 
and unto which all Arguments from Humane 
Reaſon, and even Mathematical Demon- 


ſuch Matters, wherein there appears equal 
Danger in both Extreams, and wherein 
many Perſons have err'd on either Hand; 
to take the MIDDLE WAY,and walk in it, 
with ſuch Caution and Moderation, as to be 
Friends with them that tread not the very 


lame Steps, and always teady to admit any 


furthec 


— — 


— 
<a 
1 


—riher Diſcorry ol Truth. 4. Torepre- 
1d e | nt the Ever. bleſſed God, in the beſt man- 


»poder that may be thought, and moſt worthy 
Fl lo glorious a Being, cloathed with all 
id tqherfection, Beauty and Amiableneſs; not 
jallyp render him Monitrous, like armed Power 
Im. Fithout Benignity ; nor Contemptible, as 
pon jn ignorant or defective Deity ; but eſpeci. 
mpt iy to think of him according to the No- 
athsÞc<5 he has given of himſelf in his revealed 
heſig! ul; and not to imagine, that either his 
ther Fſlende, or many Times his Operations, 
-ons lan ſtoop to my little Underſtanding. 
ned! And if I were fit to give Advice to 
ere $hers, it ſhould be this, that no Man pre- 
firm ume todemoliſh the Divine Attributes, and 
nich but of the Ruins thereof, to erect unto 
the ſimſeif ſome groundleſs Fancy, which, like 
ble, [ Caſtle in the Air, hath nothing ſolid to 
all; ſupport it; as if God could not be uſt to 
ane bis Creatures without being imperſect in 
on- himſelf. Neither let any Man ſtand dil. 
it in aayed at the Conſideration of the Fatal 
qual eriod; as if God could not foreknow 
rein he Events of Things, but either Divine 
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nd; ſaſtice muſt be arraign'd, or Man degraded 
nit, Þ a Machine; for as he that doth Righte- 
> be ſulneſs is righteous, and by Perſeverance 
ery herein ſhall undoubtedly be happy; fo he 


any | 


that 
ther 
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the latter blame it, as any Occaſion of hiy 


preſence; and thoſe that will dare to re- 


— — 
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' 


— 


: 


that wilſully perſiſteth in evil Doing, * 
wicked; and without Repentance, mult ext 
pect to be miſerable. But as the former of ] 


theſe will look upon Divine Preſcience apt 


: 
Miſery. i 

Let no Man think to arreſt Judgment, byT 
abſurdly charging his own Prevaricationge 
upon Divine Perfection; as if a Man ſhould 
urge, that becauſe God is perfect in all higr 
Attributes, he was therefore obliged to be 


the Cauſe of his Happineſs; fo neither caij 


wicked in all his Actions: Who would noth 


bluſh at the Impudence and Abſurdity of 
ſuch a Plea? Pretcience is a Perfection whicꝰ 
God cannot want and preſerve his Diviniþ 
ty; bfit to make it a Cauſe of Man's Miſery, 
were to make it an Impertection. It is no leſsh 
eſſential to the Divine Nature than Omni 


cort their Wickedneſs upon God, may make} 
this Attribute as criminal as the other. For il 
Men will not truſt God with the Forekno w 
ledge of evil Actions, leſt that ſhould infer 
a Neceflity of Sinning, the next Thing (anc 
with equal Reaſon) will be to ſeclude Divine 
Preſence from the lnſpection of Wicked- 
neſs, left God ſhould that Way become ac- 
ceſſary thereunto, If a naked Foreknow- 
| ledge 


” Po! : 
Cr od "9 n 2 * —— 9 "a 
r — 2 mw oC 2 * A = * a 1 Derr —_ - A 


* AM Lk — Tu” T 


— 


and Man's Free Agency. 95 


— 


lt... edt 


g, tKdge of Evil be any Cauſe of it, why not 
ſt ex#tual Preſence at the Evil committed? 
er of But the Scripture doth better inform us, 
ce apncerning the Cauſes of Good and Evil, 
r caind of Man's Happineſs and Inſelicity, than 
f hide Shallow Reaſonings of ſome Perſons, 
ho yet pretend to be wiſe above others. 
it, byT here we are taught, that Man's Happineſs 
tionfgepends upon the Grace of God in Chriſt 
ouldflus, freely offered to reaſonable Creatures, 
I hignd willingly accepted by thein. That the 
to behoul, not by any blind Fatality, but by ra- 
d notfional Inducements, and the Uſe of proper 
ty ofMleans, being convinced of the Evil and 
hic Hanger of Sin, and directed the Way to 
vini-palvation, is brought to ſuch a Belief of the 
fery,Goſpel, and ſuch a voluntary Obedience 
o leſsthereunto, as may render the Perſon accep- 
'mni4able with God through the Merits of our 
) re-Bleſſed Saviour ; In whom we have Redemp- 
makeÞzon through bi, Blood, the Forgiveneſs of our 
For iC in, according to the Riches of his Grace. 
nowy * Andthen the Cauſe of Man's Sin and Mi- 
inferſſery doth conſiſt, not in Divine Preſcience, 
(andſbut in the Prevalency of Corruption and 
vine Temptation, ariſing partly from an Original 
ked-¶ Taint, and partly from a wilful Purſuit of ir- 
re ac-Jregular Appetite after the Pleaſures of Senſe; 
now. | ö . 
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by which Means, the Aﬀections beingbeſot- 
ted, and the Heart hardned-againft Rea- 
ſons without, and Motions within, there is 
at laft an inveterate and habitual Malignity 
brought upon the Soul. But let no Man [of 
when he is tempied, I am tempteu of God; fon 
God. cannot be tempted with Evil, neither 
tempteth be any Man. But every Man is temp- 
and enticed, Jam. , 13, 144. 
| Evil, that a diligent Obſerver may eaſiy ſee 
and feel their Efficacy-; but how a naked 
Preſoieute ſhould operate, what others do, 
I know not, I can hy no Means underſtand 
But this I conclude for certain, That God 
is Righteous in all His Ways, both with te- 
ſpect unto the Qauſes of Good and Evil, 
and their, Rewards or Gonſequents. His 
Jadgments will One Day appear to be ac- 
cording to Fruth, without the leaſt Dimi- 
nution of his other Perſections; namely, 
Duto them that are content ious, and obey not th 
Truth, but obey Unrighbteouſneſs, Indig nat ion 
and Wrath : But to them aubo by patient Con- 
tinuance in woll- doing, ſeek for Glory, and 
Honour, and Immurtality, Eternal Life, Rom. 2. | 
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by which Means, the Affections beingbeſot. 

ted, and the Heart hardned againſt Rea- 

ſons without, and Motions within, there is 

at laſt an inveterate and habitual Malignity 

brought upon the Soul. But let no Man Þ 

when he is tempted, I am tempted of God; for% 

God cannot be tempted with Evil, neither 
tempteth be any Man, But every Man is temp- 

ted, when he-is drawn away of his own Luſt, | 

and enticed, Jam. t. 13, 114. 

- Theſe are ſuch Cauſes of Good and 

Evil, that a diligent Obſerver may eaſily ſee 

and feel their Rfficacy; but how a naked 

Preſctence ſhould operate, what others do, 

I know not, I can by no Means underſtand 

But this I conclude for certain, That God 

is Righteous in all His Ways, both with re- 

ſpect unto the Cauſes of Good and Evil, || 

and their Rewards or Conſequents. His 

Jadgments will One Day appear to be ac- 

cording to Truth, without the leaſt Dimi- 

nution of his other Perſections; namely, 

Upto them that are content ious, and obey not the 

Truth, but obey Unrigbteouſneſs, Indig nation 

and Wrath : But to them who by patient Con- 

_ tinuance in well-Joing, ſeek for Glory, and 

Honour and Immortality, Eternal Life, Rom. 2. 


7, 8. py 
* N TS, 


